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PREFACE. 


UR excellent friend, Mr. Theme 
Moore, departed "this life on 
Nievember 5, 1756. We knew, that 
be "had put togetber ſome rhougg hrs 
concerning OUR SAVIOUR's 
AGONY IN THE GAR. 


DEN, which he intended to publiſh. 
But we copld not rell, in what order 


his papers were: and feared, that his 
Plan had been left unfiniſped, as his 
removal was fudden, having been bc- 
rafioned by a violent fever, which put 
an end to his life in a few days. 11 
eder upon examination it was found, 
that the whol: was complaated; fair 
writ, and paged FOO rhe 
2 at the begining. So tbat 
Ing remained to be done. * an edi. tr 
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v PREFACE. 


tor, but reviſing the impreſſion. Nor 


could there be any reaſonable doubt 


made about the firneſs of the publica- 


tion. The ſubject is very curious, and 
has been carefully confidered by, the in- 
quiring author, If he be, in ſome parts, 
chargeable with prolixity, every rea- 
der may perceive, it is owing to a 


defire f being exact, and of placing 
the argument 1 in a clear light. Mr. 


Moore is well known by divers, tracts, 


which, have been well received. by the 
publick? He bad very little acquaint- 
ance. with the learned languages. But 

he. bad read the beſt. writers of our 
own, and many uſeful works of learn- 
2 Se, the eccleſiaſtical Biſtori- 
divers at ber ancient authors, 

in. Egle tranſlations.  _ His , own 
e . that * bad diligently 
15 RY | Nan | IV \ ©» read 
„45 ee Divins Fung, a: Ged the Fathir 
MR CSI ESE 
n in 1747. Obferoctions upon \the finſt Viſion of 


a *. 1750. _ Obfervations upon t the hi Vi eu * 
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read the ſacred ſcriptures, and was 
well acquainted with them, And in 
every relation of life, as a huſband, 
a parent, a friend, a tradeſman, he 
was an amiable pattern of firift vir- 
tue. 


NaAaTHANIEL LARDNER. 
Oct. 25, 


1 . | : 
_ CaLEB FLEMING. 
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the world, that thoſe Ke excellent doctrines 
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Savrous's Agony in the Gu. 


M Ankind in general were ſo fallen and 


ſunk in | ignorance, ſenſuality and 
vice, — Jeſus Chriſt came into 


which he preached, repentance, forgiveneſs 
of ſins, he reſurrection, and everlaſting life, 


; 1 ineffectual to recover them. Certain 


that thoſe, and other important truths, 
tho coming immediately from the mouth of 


| * Bete were regarded only as dry ſpe- 


ts, and were of little or no avail 


=: ol 10 reform and. amend the bulk of een 


That people had been trained up in 


thebelyh, and ee to th worſhip "<q 


| AS] 

the one true God : and by promiſes made t 

their fathers, and a ſeries of prophecies, had 
been taught to expect an extraordinary deli- 
verer from him. But tho' Jeſus ſpake the 
words of God, and produced credentials of 
bis being that extraordinary perſon ; yet as he 
propoſed to make them preat and happy, 


only by © turning them every one from his 


« iniquities ;” and neglected to bring them 
temporal dominion, and the bleſſings of 
this world ; the principal governing part of 
them would not own him for the Meſſiah. 


They deſpiſed him, who, in that character, 


came to erect a kingdom of a moral or ſpi- 
ritual kind, and reſolved to put him to death. 
This was the plain truth of the caſe, And, if 
his own people, the Jews, treated him thus; 
it could not be expected that the Gentiles 
who had no ſuch preparatory advan 


ſhould give him, and his goſpel, a bettet fe. 


eeption. This the wiſdom of God forelaw ; 
and therefore determined to crown our” Sa- 

viour's obedience to death, who had no ſin 
of his own to render him liable thereto; with 
ſueh an exertion of power, as ſhould illuſtrate, 
confitm, and render his dectrines efficacious, 
and be the means of ſetting up his kingdom 
in the whole world. Agreeable to this con- 
ſtitution, Jeſus ſubmitted to ſuffer what- 
ever might befal him, in order that he might 
become „the wiſdom of God, and the power 
of God,“ t6 the ſalvation of both port 


* 


S. 


(4.3: 3 
and Gentiles. Thus was the wonderful 
ſcheme of redemption entered upon, and, in 
every part, effectually carried into execution, 
by Chriſt.” Thus be was wounded for our 
* tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our ini- 
te quities:” and * bare our fins in his own 
be body to the tree, that we being dead ta 
t fin, ſhould live unto righteouſneſs.” (Ja. 
Ii. 3. 1 Pet. ij. 24.) © "23 

This was the final cauſe, or occaſion,” of 
our ſaviour's ſufferings, namely, our recovery 
from fin, He came into the world, lived and 
died for us men, and for our ſalvation.” “ He 
tt oave himſelf for our ſins, that he might 
ee deliver us from this preſent evil world, 
te accotdihg to the will of God and our 
te Father. (Gal. i. 4.) Ceo 
But our buſineſs at preſent is, with the 
3 or immediate cauſe, or cauſes, of 
his ſufferings in the garden of Pethſemane. 
There were ſeveral occaſions in his life, 
whereon it is related, “he wept,” and diſ- 
covered great tenderneſs and ſenſibility of 
Emper. But we never find him, before this 
time, diſtreſſed, and pierced with ſo much 
forrow, And it is certain, afterwards under 
all the cruel uſage of his enemies, and even 
excruciating pains of death, he did not ex- 
preſs more anguiſh, or a greater ſenſe of mi- 
ſery. Why he was fo deeply oppreſſed and 
afflicted, at this juncture, is then a curious 

rn os ah ſpeculation, 


(4) 


ſpeculation, and may well deſerve to be made 
the ſubject of our ſober and rational in 


But, before we begin, let us take a view 


of the original account, which the Evangeliſts 
give of the fact. | 

Matt. xxvi. 36. Then cometh Jeſus with 
them unto 4 place, called Gethſemane, and 
ſaith unto the bl, AM you bere, "white I 
80 and pray 

F. 37. And =p took was "Ok Peter, and 
the two fons of Zebedee, and began to be for- 
rowful, and very heavy. 

V 38. Then ſaith be unto them, my ſoul is 
exceeding. forrowful, even unto death : tarry 
Je here, and watch with me. 

And he went a little. farther, and 
fell on 3p; face, and prayed; feying, O my 
father, Fit be poſſible, let tbis cup paſs from 
w_ nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt. 
F. 40. And be comdth unto the iel and 
findeth them afleep, and ſaith unte Peter, What, 
could ye not watch with me one hour ? 

V. 41. Watch, and pray, that ye enter nue 
into temptation : the ſpirit indeed is willing, 
but thefleſh is weak. | 

V. 42. He went away again the ſecond time, 


and prayed, - ſaying, O my father, if this cup 


may not paſs away from me, except 4 drink it, 


thy will be dune. 


V. 43. And be cameand found them afeep 


"again; ; Jar their eyes were eat. ” 


0 5 


6 ain, and prayed tbe third time, ſaying # 


The perſons ſelected by Jeſus, to attend 
him on this occaſion, were Peter, Jamen 
and John. They who had been eye-witneſſes 
of his glory, when they were with him on the 
holy mount, had now an opportunity of be- 
holding him in a very heavy and depreſſed 
condition. He confeſſes da * ſtate, 6 
his mind ; that he felt deepeſt degree 
iaward ſorrow. And he defires their ſocial 
regard for him. My ſoul is exceeding ſor- 
te cowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and 


„ watch with me.” He then temoved 40's 


3 fatter, — 
ed, ſaying, O my father, if it 

s ſible, TY. cup pals. from me. There 
ſeems a claſe cannection between the deadly 
ſorrow he expreſſed to the diſciples, as the 
reaſon why he beſpoke their preſent concern, 
and that perplexity and diſtreſs of mind, he 
diſcovered himſelf to be in, to bis Father. 
Theſe were, probably, the effects of one and 
the ſame cauſe. What cxcited his grief, ex» 
cited alſo his loathing of the cup. He now 
. « O.my father, if it be poſſible, let 
bo. cup,paſs from me.” Did aur Lord Ap- 


;prehend, that ſome other way, for the ſalva- 


tion of mankind, might be obvious to the in- 
'finite mind, than that meaſure of ſufferings, 


(6) MY 

that he uttered theſe expreſſions; © If it be 
© poſſible, let this cup paſs?” If he did 
not, it is certain, the words imply, at leaſt 
kn / arderit deſire, and wiſh, that it were 
ſo. But if he diſcovered, hereby, any ſhare 
he had of human infirmity, he nevertheleſs; 
perſevered in piety, and filial: obedience; 
making not his own, but his Father's will, the 
rule and meaſure of his duty and ſubmiſſion * 
« Nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou 
« wilt,” And he cometh unto the diſciples, 
and findeth them aſleep; and ſaith unto Peter, 
What, could ye not watch with me one 

% hour? watch, and pray, that ye enter not 
1 into temptation.” Inficad of encouraging 
him by their preſence, they had ſhut their 
eyes upon him, and forgot both "themſelves 
and their duty: ſo that he found the preſent 
hour afforded a trial to them all. Whereupon 
he makes the following reflection; by way of 
apology, perhaps both for himſelf and them. 
The fpirit indeed is willing, but the fleſh 
„ is weak. We are here to obſerve, that 
when he went away again the ſecond time, 
and prayed, he ſays, O my Father, if this 
cup may not paſs away from me. Where 
in he drops the former expreſſions of relu&- 
ance, * if it be poſſible,” varying his words, 
2 The Words ſeem rather founded on what our 
4 Saviour experienced in his late Agony, than froin any 
4 thing that was criminal in his Diſciples:“ Says Bp. 
Sherlock, vid. Diſcourſes, Vol. III. P. 230, 231. 


(7). 
as if he had recovered himſelf to a degree of 
ſtrength, and had obtained a clearer apprehen- 
ſion of his Father's will. except I drink 
it. This ſeems to fix and determine the 
ſenſe, in which he had prayed before, that, 
e if it were poſſible, the cup — paſs away 
from him;” 7. e. ſo paſs away that he might 
not drink it. O my Father, if this cup may 
4 not paſs away from me, except I drink it, 
© thy will be done.“ And when he went 
away again, and prayed the third time, he 
uſed © the ſame words.” So that if he twice 
ſucceſſively repeated the ſame prayer, it was 
this; wherein, with his ſenſe of the evils of 
the cup, he expreſſed his full acquieſcence 
and ſubmiſſion. ag 
© Mark xiv. 32. And they came to a place, 
which was named Gethſemane : and be ſaith to 
bis diſciples, fit you here, while I ſhall pray. 
V. Zz. And be taketh with bim Peter, and 
James, and Jobn, and began to be fore amazed, 
F. 34. Aud ſaith unto them, My foul is 
-exceeding ſorrouful unto death: tarry ye bere, 
and watch. 1 1 
V. 35. And be went forward a little, and 
fell on'the ground, and prayed, that, if it were 
Poffivle, the hour might paſs from him. 
V. zb. And he ſaid, Abba, Pather, all things 
are poſſible unto thee ; take away this cup from 
me: nevertheleſs, not what I will, but what 
rem” wee ts rpg dans Free 
' TX} ö . 


(3) 

V. 37. And be cometh, and findeth how: 
1 and faith unto Peter, Simon, fleepeſt 

bau? couldeſt not thou wetch one hour ? 
1 38. r and pray, Ieft ye enter 
into temptation. The ſpirit truly is ready, but 
* we 8 be 

Again he went away, and 

&, jd. hw oy ddr 7 re- 
a V. 40, Aud when be returned, he found 
them aftteh again, ( for their eyes were heavy) 
neither wift they what to anſwer bim. 

V. 41. Aud be cometh the third time, and 
faith unto them, ſleep on now, and take your 
reſt s it is enough, the hour is come; behold, 


255 Ha ent into the hands * 


V. 42. Rig 1%, 2 b, be that le. 
[a nl ey 
Beſides the dejectiou. deadly ſorrow, and 

| 25 mentioned. by the former Evangeliſt, 
Mark ſays, « Jelus began to be. ſore 


« amazed; denoting great conſternation, Z 


fear, andanguiſh of mind, coming upon him. 
| He allo gives. us firſt the. pur eite of his 
prayer ; it was, faith WY 2 effect, N | 
if it were poſſible, e hour mig! 8 

* from him. The hour is a like pews 
ſpeech with the cup, and of almoſt the ſame 
The one implying the affliction” it- 

ſelf, the other the time chen it was to be 
undergone. It denotes the afflictions of a 
rm peripd, The proſper of this es 

peric 
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(9) | 
period made an impreſſion on the mind of 
Jeſus, ſome days before, Jobn xii. 27. © Now 
te is my ſoul troubled ; and what ſhall I ſay ? 
ſhall T ſay, © Father, ſaye me from this hour? 
* Rut for this cauſe came I unto this hour.“ 
There is a neceſſity to look beyond the af- 
fliction of the hour then preſent. He was al- 
moſt tempted to pray, then, to be kept from 
that future period, altho' he came with a de- 
fign to ſuſtain the evils thereof, However, 


now, he expreſſes himſelf to that purpoſe ; 


© That, if it were poſſible, the hour might 
<' paſs from him. And he ſaid, Abba, Fa- 
© ther, all things are poſſible unto thee ; 
© take away this cup from me.” Wherefore, 
in the ſenſe. both of our Lord and the Evan- 


geliſt, the cup, and the hour, are nearly ſy- 


nonymous. All things are poſſible unto 
ee thee.” Theſe are different phraſes from 


what we have in St, Matthew, It is probable, 


his prayers were ſomewhat larger, than what 
either of the Evangeliſts have recited, or 
than even the three Apoſtles related; for, 
he went but a little farther from them, and, 
on his return, found them aſleep each time. 
And, this being ſo, one Evangeliſt may recite: 
ſome words, the other, other words, that 
the Apoſtles related he ſpake on the occaſion, 
And both may agree in the meaning and im- 
port of his fitſt prayer, that it was to this 
effect, viz. He wiſhed, that, if it were poſſi - 
ble, he might be excuſed from ſuffering thoſe 
| C 


evils, 


(10) 
evils. © And he ſaid, Abba, Father, all things 
< are poſſible unto thee, take away this cup 
«© from me.” Is it not as if he had ſaid, thou 
canſt accompliſh thine end by other means 
than my enduring theſe evils; and I would 
now rather it were ſo, if thou pleafeſt? St. 
Mark, after reciting this firſt prayer, and 
what he ſpake, when he awoke his three 
drowſy diſciples, ſays, that © again he went 
„ away, and prayed, and ſpake the ſame 
« words ;” intimating thereby, if we take 
that aſſertion ſtrictly, that he varied neither 
in the matter, nor language, of theſe his 
prayers, but that they were all one and the 
ſame, only repeated thrice over. | 
This cannot be admitted, becauſe in St. 
Matthew's account of the two firſt prayers, 

they evidently differ both in matter and 
phraſe. ' An exact ſameneſs of expreſſion, if 
in any, was in the two laſt. Wherefore, by 
© the ſame words,” it is probable St. Mark 
meant, if St Matthew meant otherwiſe, thoſe 
words which were expreſſive of his reve- 
rence, piety, and ſubmiſſion to the divine 
will.“ Nevertheleſs, not what I will, but 
te what thou wilt :” Which beſpoke that pious 
temper, which he uniformly maintained, 
throughout all his prayers and ſufferings. 

Luke xxii. 39. And be came out, and went, . 
| as be was wont, to the mount of Olives ; and 

bis diſciples alſo followed bim. Aa 
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FV. 40. And when he was at the place, be 
ſaid unto them, pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation. | | | 

V. 41. And he was withdrawn from them 
about a ſtone's caſt, and kneeled down, and 
prayed. | 

V. 42. Saying, Father, if thou be willing, 
remove this cup from me : nevertheleſs, not my 
will, but thine be done. 8 

V. 43. And there appeared an Angel unto 
bim from heaven, flrengthening bim. 
V. 44. And being in an agony, he prayed 
more earneſtly : and his ſweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
V. 45. And when be roſe up from prayer, 
and was come to bis diſciples, he found them 


| Aeeping for ſorrow. 


V. 46. And he ſaid unto them, why ſleep ye 
Riſe and pray, beſt ye enter into temptation. 
18 | | This 
Here adifficulty may occur. How could the three 
diſciples tell what paſſed, if they flept? To obviate 
which, it is probable that they did not fall aſleep, be- 
fore they had ſeen his poſture, and heard ſo much of his 
petitions each time, as they related : and that their ob- 
ſervation of him, in his agony, gave them ſome concern 
of mind, which, added 'to the heavineſs of their eyes, 
diſpoſed them fo readily to forget themſelves as they did ; 
they being found aſleep by him each time he came back 
to them. This will not only reconcile the Evangeliſts 
together, where they aſſign the cauſes of the drowſineſs 
of the diſciples ; two ſaying, that their eyes were heavy; 
one, that they ſlept for ſorrow ; but. alſo ſerve to account 
for our Lord's expreſſion to them, the third time, with- 
out ſuppoling that he uſed an irony : Sleep on now, 
and take your reſt, &c,” 4 d. ſince you could not 
es. C 2 * bear 


(12) 

This Evangeliſt's account is ſingular, in ſe- 
veral particulars, from the other two. He omits 
ſome circumſtances, which they mention, 
and mentions ſome circumſtances, which they 
omit. It is unneceſſary to point them all out. 
As to the name of the place, he varies in his 
account, and ſays, © Jeſus went, as he was 
ce wont, to the Mount of Olives. Now; the 
Mount of Olives was of large extent, lying 
to the Eaſt of Jeruſalem, on the other ſide 
of the valley, and brook of Cedron. They ſay, 
*© he came to a place called Gethſemane.” 
This was ſituated on a part of that Mount, 
being, perhaps, a ſmall village with gardens, 
to one of which, as we learn from St. Jobn, 
chap. xviii, 1. our Lord now retired. 80 


that, compared together, here is rather illuſtra- 


tion, than diſagreement. If it be thought, 
that St. Luke differs from the other writers, 
in deſcribing the poſture, which our Lord, 
on this occafion, uſed in prayer; it will be 


bear to ſee my-private diſtreſs, how will ye endure to 
ſee my public fufferings? But if you will be witneſſes 
of the things that ſo affected me, it is time you beſtirred 


yourſelves ; for the hour is come, &c, As to the Angel 


probable the diſciples had the knowledge thereof from 


from heaven, as that appeared e only, it is 
him, who told them of it, and alſo of his ſtrength and 


reſolution to meet his ſufferings. And it is pro- 


bable, that thofe circumſtances- were particularly re- 
collected by them, after the Holy Ghoſt was given, 


whoſe work it was, partly, to prevent any material 


defect in their teſtimony, ariſing from their weakneſſes, 
by refreſhing their memories, John xiv. 26. 
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no difficulty to reconcile them, by ſuppoſing, 
that he firſt kneeled down, and then pro- 
ſtrated himſelf, according to the Eaſtern 
manner, with his face to the ground. What 
I would chiefly obſerve, on St. Lu&'s account, 
is, -that he omits the circumſtances of Jeſus 
taking with him Peter, and the two ſons of 
Zebedee ; and his praying three ſeveral times; 
and relates the diſtance he *was at from the 
larger number of the Apoſtles ; and what oc- 
curred to him, perhaps, only in the firſt part 
of his retirement and devotion. © He was 
< withdrawn from them about a ſtone's.caſt;” 
but not ſo far from Peter, and James, and 
Jobn, whom he had taken from the reſt of 
the company, and deſired they would watch 
with him. He prayed, ſaying, Father, 
e ifthoube willing, remove this cup from 
© me, Nevertheleſs, not my will, but thine 
* be done.“ This is related exactly in ſenſe, 
and exactly almoſt in words, as the firſt ſup- 
plication is related, by the two former Evan- 
geliſts. The following circumſtances, in- 
deed neither of them take any notice of, viz. 
The appearance of an angel to him from 
heaven, and the bloody ſweat, That may 
be one reaſon why, by ſome * over nice ca- 
tholics, who did not well underſtand them, 
they are omitted in ſome ancient copies. Per- 
haps it may be needful to inform, or remind 
--  #. Credib, Gof, Hiſt. 3 vol. p. 143. 
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the reader, that, by the writers both of the 
Old and New Teſtament, the particle and, is 
not always uſed connectively. Wherefore, 
theſe circumſtances, which are contained in 
verſe 43, 44, may be read as independent 
articles. And if in the order of the narration, 
the agony Jeſus was in, the vehemency of his 
prayer, and the ſweating as it were great 


drops of blood, be laſt mentioned, it was 


perhaps to ſhew the reaſon for the interven- 
tion of the angel, which the Evangeliſt ſpake 
of firſt, © And there appeared an angel to 
* him from heaven ftrengthening Pim.” 
Whatever the angel was, whether an intelli- 


gent being, or a viſion, from heaven, (for 
an angel may ſignify either,)' hereby is inti- 
mated to us the great diſtreſs, which Jeſus 


was then in. He was weak and faint, through 
ſome diſorder, or commotion raiſed in his 


animal nature. For © being in an agony, he 


e 'prayed more earneſtly,” or with greater 


vehemence than at other times. And his 


« ſweat was as it were great drops of blood 
ce falling down to the ground.” The anguiſh 


and diſtreſs, and intenſe devotion of his mind, 
had ſuch an effect on his body, as to force a 
thick viſcous matter through the pores of his 


{kin. 


This is the account, which three Evange- 
liſts give, of the deep diſtreſs of Jeſus, at 


this time, in Gethſemane: on which we have 
made a few plain remarks, in order to a clear 
apprehen- 
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apprehenſion, and view, of the whole matter- 
Tho' theſe writers may ſeem to differ in ſome 
circumſtances, (one relating what another 
omitted;) two of them affirm, that < Jeſus 
ce now began to be very heavy; and © was 
« exceeding ſorrowful even unto death. One 
of them ſays, © he was ſore amazed.” And 
the third ſays, that © he was in an agony, 
ce and did ſweat as it were great drops of 
* blood: and,” intimating thereby, that he 
was weak or faint, that © there appeared an 
*© angel unto him from heaven ſtrengthening 
e him.“ And all agree in repreſenting. the 
vehemency and ardour of ſoul, with which 
he prayed, with ſubmiſſion, that the cup 

« might paſs, or be removed from him.” 
Our inquiry now is, whence aroſe this 
dejection and deadly forrow ? or what. pro- 
bable cauſes may be aſſigned for the great 
diſquietude he exprefled ? | 
This being, in a manner, left by the Evan- 
geliſts to the reſearches of Chriſtians, different 
opinions have been given of the matter: 
ſome accounting for it by the imputation of 
{in to the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt: others by 
his undergoing the wrath of God, in the place 
and ſtead of ſinners: others again, by a per- 
ſonal conflict, which they ſuppoſe, he. had 
at this time with devils : others by ſome con- 
ſiderations, which affected his mind, of the 
odious nature, and fatal effects, of ſin, = 
| the 


* 
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the moral world: and laſtly, others aſcribe 
it to the fear he had, leſt he ſhould expire 
privately, in the garden, and not hold out to 
triumph, gloriouſly, over death, on the croſs. 
As none of theſe cauſes, or reaſons, appear 

to be any thing better than mere hypotheſis, 
and conjecture, we will take the liberty to paſs 
them by : and, in order to get at the true 
cauſe or cauſes, we will direct our inquiry in 
the following method. © 2 
We will reyiew the circumſtances, through 

* * our Lord paſſed, previous to this 
_ | | « 
Conſider what thoſe evils were, that might 
naturally preſent themſelves to his mind, 
which he expreſſed under the notion of the 
cup. And then, Ts e 
Take ſome notice of the particular circum- 
ſtances of time, and place, when this affair 
happened. 52 5 
1. We are firſt to review the circrum- 
ſtances, through which our Lord paſſed, 
previous to this affair. And here we have to 
obſerve, that the work he went through, the 
five preceding days, was ſo great, and of ſuch 
a nature, that that may have contributed to 
render him ſome what low, and weak, at this 
time. It is certain, that he was capable of 
being fatigued. - For in his paſſage from Ju- 
dea, through Samaria, (John iv. 6.) we find 
him thus fitting on the well, wearied with 
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his journey. And the Evangeliſts relate 
of him now, that he began to be forrowful, 
© and very heavy: and that there appeare 
an angel unto him from heaven ſtrengthen- 
<« ing: him.” If his animal nature could be 
tired, the exerciſe he lately had was enough 
to do it. But of this we muſt take a diſtinct 
view, altho' it may be ſomewhat tedious, 
fince. the laſt five days of his life afford ma- 
terials, which make up a very conſiderable - 
part of the goſpel hiſtory. | „ 
Six days before the paſſover, Jeſus was at 
Berbuny , within about two miles of 3 
A MAL D t 25 


* Some good crities account for our Lord's ſleep in the 
midſt of a ſtorm, by the fatigue of long diſcourſes in 
public, without wy refreſhment. Vid. Dr. Lazvwes's 
ſupplement. Vol. I. P. 203. | = 
. + As St. John peruſed the other goſpels, before he 
wrote his own N to the teſtimony of antiquity) it 
is probable, he 1 ates to ſome of the facts, which 
the other Evangeliſts have recorded, and added to, or 
enlarged upon, ſome of the facts, which they have 
dated. And, I think, it is very clear, he did do fo. 
For example, they bring our Lord from Jericho to Je- 
ruſalem, directly, without ſpecifying the particular day, 
or taking notice of his ſtop at Bethany, where his friend 
Enzarus dwelt, which was in the way. But St. John, 
infortns us of both thoſe circumſtances. Whence we 
know, how long it was, at this paſſover, before our 
Lord was apprehended : Jeſus, he ſays, came to Bethany 
ſix days before the paſſover; perhaps, Friday on the eve 
of the ſabbath, (the Jes reckoning their days from ſun- 
ſet to ſun-ſet] and on Sunday, he entered Jeruſalem. 
Matthew and Mark both had mentioned Feſus's being 
at Bethany, two days before the paſſover in the houſe * 
Simon the Leper, where ſome important affairs * 


. 
! 


618) 
lem, where his friend Lazarus dwelt, whom 
he had raiſed. from the dead. {Jobn xii. 1.) 
Here, it is probable, he kept the ſabbath, ac- 
cording to his uſual manner, by preaching in 
the ſynagogue, and doing works of mercy. 
Wherefore-we will trace him from hence, 
diſtinguiſhing each day, and giving the order 
of the narration, | as well as we kan. 
SUNDAY. On this day, © a great multitude 
te that were come up to the feaſt of the 
e paſſover, when they heard that Jeſus was 
© coming to Feruſalem, took branches of 
*palm- trees, and went forth to meet him, 
* and cried, Hoſanna, bleſſed is the king of 
« Iſrael who cometh in the name of the 
* Lord.” (Jobn Xii. 12, 13.) Jeſus, now will- 
ing to cheriſh this diſpoſition, in them, as well 
as to accempliſh an ancient prediction, or 
accommodate it to himſelf, (Zech. ix. g.) as 
ſoon as he came to that part of the mount of _ 
Olives, where the borders of Bethphage be- 
gan, © ſent two of his diſciples, ſaying ow 
| 5 y te them, 


ed. This hiſtory, indeed, St. John takes up, and en- 
- larges, as ſoon as he came to ſpeak of Yale cunning 
thither ſix days before. 7 here they made him a ſupper ; 
or there was that ſupper made, ſo that this he relates à 
little out of time. And indeed his words do not ne- 
ceſſarily imply, as Dr. Clark obſerves, that the * 
made he Jeſus the ſame day he came thither. Where- 
fore, I have choſen to place that affair, where Matthery 
and Mark do, two days before the paſſover. And by 
connecting Jobn xii. 1. to ver. 12. and ſuppoſing that 
the ſubject of the intermediate verſes is reſumed, chap. 
xiii. much perplexity is avoided, a 
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* them, go unto the village over againſt you, 
te and ſtraightway you ſhall find an aſs tied, 
« and a colt with her: looſe them, and bring 
te them unto me. And if any man ſay ought 
« unto you, ye ſhall tell them that I, your 
© Lord and Maſter, have need of them. And 
« ſtraightway he will ſend them. And the 


le te diſciples went, and did as Jeſus command- 
= * ed them. And they brought the colt to 
* 6 Feſus, and caſt their garments on him, and 
of ce ſet Jeſus thereon. And many ſpread their 
n, © garments in the way, and others cut down 
of * branches of the trees, and ſtrewed them in 
* ce the way. And the people both before, and 
* «* behind, cried, Hoſanna ! bleſſed is he that 
ll * cometh in the name of the Lord, Bleſſed is 
55 * the kingdom of our father David, that 
2 * cometh in the name of the Lord; Hoſanna 
of ce in the higheſt.” The diſciples could not but 
1 diſtinguiſh themſelves on this happy occaſion, 
"wy and © praiſe God with a loud voice, for all 
* * the mighty works which they had ſeen.“ 
: Wherepon ſome of the Phariſees from among 
n- the multitude, ſaid unto him ; Maſter, re- 
ng * buke thy diſciples.” To which Jeſus repli- 
A ed, that if theſe ſhould hold their peace, 
es * the ſtones would immediately cry out a- 
vas “ gainſt them.” (Matth. xxi. 210. Mark, 
py xi. 7, 1 1. Luke xix. 35-41. 4» 
by Amidſt the honours and acclamations of 
8 this triumph, the object before him affected 


his generous heart, and drew tears from his 
W D 2 eyes. 
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eyes. © When he was come near, he beheld 
e the city, and wept over it; faying, if thou 
« hadſt known, even thou, at leaft in this 
« thy day, the things which belong unto. thy 
peace] But now they are hid from thine 
eyes. For the days ſhall-come upon thee, 
<* that thine enzmies "ſhall caft a trench about 
ce thee, and compaſs thee round, and keep 
© thee in on every ſide, and ſhall lay thee 
even with the ground, and thy children 
e within thee, and they ſhall not leave in 
* thee one ſtone upon another; becauſe thou 
e knewelt not the time of. thy vilitation.” 
(Luke, x1. 41-545.) | 

“ And when A was come into Jeruſalem, 
« all the city was moved, ſaying, who is this? 


And the multitude ſaid, This is Feſtus,” be 


&* Prophet of Nazareth of Galikee.? As ſoon 
© as he alighted, < he went into the temple 
* of God,” and, in the authority of his 
a Prophet, the fame which he had afſumed: 
in that holy place at the firſt paſſover, after 
his entrance on his miniſtry, Jabm ii. 13. 
* caſt out all them that ſold and . in 
e the Temple, and overthrew the tables of 
© the mony changers, and the ſeats of them 
ce that ſold doves, and ſaid unto them, Iv is 
e written, my houſe ſhall be called the houſe 
* of prayer; but ye have made it a den of 
&. thieves.” (Matth. xxi. 12, 13.) 

The affair of Lazarus had n bien mor 
popular cn euer. For this 2 | 
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© the People allo met him, for that they 


« heard, that he had done this miracle,” of 
which many among them, then preſent, 
<< bare record.” (Jvbn xii. 17, 18.) Therefore 
when be was come into the Temple, © the 


blind and the lame came to him, and he 
t healed them.” And © when the chief 
© © Prieſts and the Scribes ſaw the wonderful 


e things that he did, and the children crying 


4 Son of Dauid; they were ſore diſpleaſed, 
tt and ſaid unto him, Heareſt thou what theſe 
« fay? And Feſus faith unto them, Tea, laue 


A ye never read, out of the mouth of babes and 
F< Jucklings thou haſt perfecked praiſe ?” Matth. 
Is xxi. 1417.) Hereupon they held a conſul- 


tation, and ſaid among themſelves, perceive 


| « ye: how ye prevail nothing? Behold the 


world is gone after him.” ( Fob: xij. 19.) 


For, like men at their wits end, they could 


not find what they might do to deſtroy him: 
© for all the people were very attentive to hear 
* him.” (Luke xix. 48.) 


And now, probably, certain Grerbs, who 


were among them that came to worſhip at 
the feaſt, applied to Philip, to introduce 
them to Jeſus, in order to ſatisfy theraſelves,, 


if he were the Meſſiah, thut of Many 
foretold by Daniel! This occafioned/a very: 
important converſation. He ſpalte ta them 
both of his ſufferings; and glary. Therfortaer, 
tho! at five days diſtaner, ſenfibly touched 

| — d end one dee him. 
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him. © Now is my ſoul troubled, and what 
e ſhall I fay ? Father, fave me from this 
te hour? No; but for this cauſe came I unto 
ce this hour. Father glorify thy name. Then 
**. came there a voice from heaven, ſaying, 
c have both glorified it, and will glorify it 
« again. All that ſtood by heard this voice; 
but ſome more imperfectly than others. 

However, tho' it tended to confirm the accla- 
mations of that day, and prove Teſs to be the 
Meſſiah; what he ſpake, of his death, was 
ſuch a paradox to thoſe that were gathered 
about him, and ſo perplexed and confounded 
their minds, as it contradicted the notions 
they had formed of the Meſiab, who, they 


thought, was to be a temporal Prince, and to 


abide,” or live for ever, that, notwithſtanding: 


all his miracles, and this wonderful atteſta- 


tion from heaver, it does not appear, he gain- 
ed many proſelytes. Wherefore, when he had 


told them how inexcuſable they were; that 


they had now the light with them, and had 
bid them improve it; and having looked 
* round about upon all things, and now the 
tt even- tide was come,” (Mark xi. 11.) he 
and did hide himſelf from them. 


Jobs zii. 20-37.) going, perhaps, privately 
Gt ofthe de d, and then tack 


Ge oe to Army with the. twelve, where 


3 (Mattb. xxi. 17. 
Jeſus was coming to the 


gry. And * a ſig · tree ſome little di- 
ſtance 


Peavey mats yin he was hun- 
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Nance out of the road, having leayes, he went 
up to it, to ſee if haply he might find any 
thing thereon. But when he came, he found 
nothing but leaves. Whereupon Jeſus ſaid; 
probably, deſigning the leafy tree as an em- 
blem of the Jeuiſh nation, that had not 
brought forth fruit ſuitable to what might have 
been expected from it; No man eat fruit 
of thee hereafter forever. This he ſpake in 
the hearing of the diſciples, and for their im- 
mediate inſtruction. (Mark xi. 12, 13, 14.) 

'And when they were come to Jeruſalem, 
Jeſus went into the Temple, and, the buyers 
and ſellers having been encouraged, as ſome* 
think, in oppoſition to him, to reſume their 
old traffick, in the court of the Gentiles, he 
« began to caſt out them that ſold and bought 
* in the Temple, and overthrew the tables 
* of the money-changers, and the ſeats of 
© them that ſold doves ; and would not ſuffer 
e that any man ſhould carry any | veſſel 
through the Temple. And he taught, 
“ ſaying unto them, Is it not written, My 
© houſe ſhall be called of all nations the houſe 
«© of prayer? But ye have made it a den of 
7 thieves.” (v. 15--18.) [4 

As he was teaching and preaching the goſ- 
pel this day, he was interrupted by the San- 
bedrim. The chief Prieſts and the Scribes 
5 at; came 

* See Mr. White's view of the Harmony, &c. p. 130, 
131. And Dr. Doddridge's Family Expoſitor upon the 


goſpels. Sect. 147. vol. 2. p. 299, Note (e) and Sect. 
150. p. 316. Note () ; 


| (24) 
came upon him, with the elders of the peo- 
le, and demanded to know, what authority 
had to act the part which he did the day 
before, and was now acting? or in their own 
words, by what authority doeſt thou theſe 
* things? and who gave thee this autho- - 
| rity ?” This was, undoubtedly, coming to 
the point. But tho they would have had a 
better rig ht to put the queſtion, had they re- 
verſed 2 order they formerly made, — 
c if any man did confeſs he was Chriſt, he 
© ſhould be put out of the ſynagogue.” (Jon 
ix. 22.) And tho they might expect a plain 
and direct anſwer; yet Jeſus, knowing them, 
and being never off his guard, refuſed to gra- 
tif them, until they ſhould diſcover a pro- 
per diſpoſition to truth. Wherefore, he pro- 
poſed to them a previous queſtion, © And Jour 
« anſwered and ſaid unto them, I alſo will 
, aſk you one thing, which if ye tell me, I, 
in likewiſe, will tell you, by what avtho- 
<« rity I do theſe things. The baptiſm of 
« John, whence. was it? from heaven, or 
„ of men? and they reaſoned with them- 
e ſelves, ſaying, if we ſhall ſay, from heaven, 
te he will ſay unto us, Why did ye not then 
<« believe him? But if we ſhall fay, of men, 
<< we fear the people; for all hold John as a 
« Prophet. And they anſwered Jeſus, and 
< ſaid, we Cannot tell, And he ſaid unto 
* them, neither tell I you by what authority 
« do theſe things. (Matth. xxi. 20-27.) 
This was no chicanary, —_— 
k evaſive 


| Evaſive in our Lord. The queſtion, he pro: 
poſed, was relative ta the ſame point with their 
own. But their reaſoning, and reply, plainly 
diſcoveted they were not in queſt of truth ; 
but rather, that they came with an intention 
to extort and draw ſomething, from him, 
which, in the hearing of the people, they 
might turn into an accuſation again 1. 
er iel en of Late 
Whereupon, the men of the Saphed-im 

ing diſappointed, in their am, e deſired 
their attention to 7wo parables. In the firſt, by 
the zmilttude of the 72 ſons, be ſhewed, that, 
23 conduct, and choice of thoſe 


. 
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Whom they thought the worſt ſort of the peo. 
ple, * Publitans and Harlets, had beæen much 
refetable"to chers, eher Hines the firſt pub- 
jeation of the goſpel. And in that of the 
wicked huſbandmen, he ſet forth the treat- 
ment which they, the rulers of that church, 
had given to perſons ſent from God; how they 
would treat the Meſſiab, ſignified by the Son; 
2 11 would be their end. Nn when, 
ey heard, < they perceived that he ſpake 
« of chern; ard Were ſo exaſperated, 9 — | 
they would have laid hold of him that in- 
tant, but the fear of the people "reſtrained, 
them, becauſe they took him for'a prophet. 
(Marth. xxi. 28. Luke xx. 10.) Upon this 
I ſuppoſe, they departed, to their own cham- 
ber, in the Temple, in order to conſult to- 

gether what method to purſue with him. 
N E | After 


Wc 


# + © 44 1 


want came to, was, to © Jy Y 


and fo eliver him puck the mL is 


. * everal ils bm 


Tins 0 
or Ot 


different ſeRs, to act this ret and, 


2 Se thould. felgn, themſelves 755 met > 


Bn e a e 


ae and 1 15 Hh 


1 0 
A ad hy vaſt 


12 105 know — 


* "teach? the way of G 

« careſt ou for any. 975 for 

e ho the par e 
E 


| « \ 1er 
. * foal to | give. Fribute unto Ce/ar, or not 


oP 44 5 rceiyed their wickedneſs, and, {f1d,, 


1 tem vt; you me, e bypoctites?,, hew 
er me the. 5 bute OR 1 they ä 


"unto m' penny. An he faith 2 


10 « them, whole is this image A ſyperler 
* won. Vs 
95 he unto them, Render t 
ſar, + the things MAY. are i 45. and 


x at IE 
958 * ne 
1 


29 isn 
«br talk” by. pro poſing difficult and en, 
2 5 1 to to him, whereby they might 


have an ortunity to take hold of his. wars 


A5 


re, What nen thou ? "Is it Ja. 
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unto 
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© thts Oo, che things chat ure G5. And 
cod ndt take bold of tis Wolke be⸗ 
«fore the prope? Arif they tabvellec at bys 
Cum, "nd held their ng and le 
Marth. ol 


to 2 was, the folution a of Hp 
the — ht; à very great difficulty; on ſup- 
on of the ttuth of a refurrection. 


hr Maſter, Mes faid, if a man die, having no 


— his brother (hall marry his wife, 


= gf raiſe up ſeed” unto his brother. "Now 7 


were wich us feven brethren, and the 


2 firſt, when he had married a wife, ea 


And having no iſſue, left his wite unto. bi 


e drdther. "Likewiſe the ſecond allo, 
© the third unto. the ſeventh. And Ng 


*'all the woman died alſo, Therefore in hs 
©"reſurreftion, Whoſe wife will ſhe be of the 
4 ſeven? for they all had her. Feſus anſwer- 
ed and fait nnto them, ye do err, not 
© knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power ” of _ 
God. For in the reſurrection, they nei er 
4 mutry, nor are giverrin marriage ; but are 
Das the angels of God. in heaven. But as 
a touching the teſurrection of the dead, have 


* ye not read that which was ſpoken unto 


E 2 « you , 


— A2 
r 
— DN—ñ— . —,.—— 
— ͤ—%u cans as Me) 


( 28 ) | 
ou by. God, ſaying, I am the God of 
©« 3 and the God of Jſaac, and the 
bd God of Yaceb ? God js not, the God of te 
« dead, but of the living.” This anſwer, 
of our. Lord, produced an effect different to 
what was expected. The multitude, who 


heard it, were aſtoniſhed, at his. doctrine; and 


even certain of the Scrib ribes, | thei! could 
not forbear bear joining In his, a e 
xxli. 2 1— + Luke xx. : 77 5 
When 7 Wa ings of the a 20 of the. 
7 and Haducces, came to the ears 
bariſees,.. | wh ho chiefly compoſed the. 82 e- 
drim; they gathered together, and. à 264 went 
and beſet him in a body. One of them, who 
Was a "Scribe 1 in the law, Who had heard all 
that had paſſed, and perceived, th e 2 | 


Teſs, hath Rice; 1 Mike, x 10 ch f 


Lad th 83 oy 10 y. % 4 
Ny thy 5 and with a 5 ana Thi 
et js the firſt, and great e e 
« the ſecond is like 191 Thou ſhalt, ove 
&« thy neighbour * as thyſe on theſe ;two 
ce *.commandme nts hang i on. "and 4 the 
« ptophets.” 0 Watth, mo 4--47.)., The 
law yet, hereupon, i inge nuouſſy confeſſed the 
truth and pertinence of our ſavigur's reply; 
La be, in 50 cee the 
Y K: 2 lawyer 


- x 629) 
to be aor fr fm the” Hane of 
God. (Mark xii. 3235. 0 
"ls the Phariſees withdrew, Fe ous; 18 
bis turn, tock the opportunity to propound 
4 very curious! and intereſting {queſtion to 
them; a queſtion which might have led them 
w unravel the chief perplexing circumſtanee 
nn pro hecy, relating to the Meſfab, and to 
— view Firm in; a). twofold-condition. © What 
1 fl think ye of Chris? whoſe Son is he ? The 
e Gay unto him, the Son of David. He faith 
0 44 unto them, how then doth; David in ſpirit 
4 e, call him, Lord; Saying, The Lord 2 | 
DB « unte ny Lord \fit- thou on my right hand, till 
N Inale * enemies thy footflool 2 If David 
Fenthen call him Lord, how is he bis Son? 
. And no man was able to anſwer. him a 
word, neither durſt any man, from that 
day forth, aſk him any Nee 
Arb. xxii. 41!) * 
; e Thus ended the teraptations; 4 being h 
ſet and hartaſſed with captious queſtions, may 
= fitly tbe: tiled :- which could not but be ſome 
N trial td aur Lord, notwithſtanding his ſupe- 
"A rior, advantages; Probably after "his, he a- 
gain privately withdre from the — and 
City, with his dif 5 to ſome part of the 
nuunt f g, Olives,: the uſual —2 of his re- 
bremen ani devotion, where he abode corp 
on. $3 2hitsd . end 5 
„ Tonsg Ar. Im the mornit „as : 
by. in their way ſrom — I pat 
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Lit: the daft faw the fig 2#treb dried up 
from the roots. Which fad Pete} td d- 
tice of to e Maſter, hehald, e 
mee, which be cuſetlit, is withered wet 
Mbereupon he difcourſcd to them of thefaith 
of mitacles ;;\the- duty ofiprayer; and the net 
qualification of forgivenels ; all this, 


probably, in their way to the city. ( Mur 18 


2029 Being come again into the templeß ate 
place in the outet · oourt, over againſt 
eee ee of 
t e caſt. in their offut 
— caſt in mur. jr 
Ng \ came a certain poor widow, and vlie 
threw! in to mites," which nab 4 
, farthipg,” Whercupœum hk called undo Him 


his difiples) and yi. vecomrhedded 
het liberahty, 2s ff Ke all theoreft: 
Mar xii. (Fon HG rel 1 „2. CN 5 


He preached this day without: any" inter} f 
ruption. Hie diſcourſe turned chieffy upon | 
the doctrines and: mannes ef the: Sd H 


ee im Juſt oedaſion to expoſe them. q 


= theraßore, lay d open any of their ab- 


z cenſuredꝭ them pride, 9 
avarice iguorande :; and. 
freddatm and boldneſs whirl well ro rar his 


miſſion and character. Beſides the multitude, 


hisiſciplas wers eallech to htuhd. They were 
* to av ich thoſe things; which _ co 
emned 


ET p zi Wi 
poignancy fr —— ge ** 

it is, pea ths | FO ae 
; 7 wel mah (et mn 
in the Temple, gr any where elle in public, St. 
7 Matthew has preſerved the principal contents 
7 therggf (Chap, Xii.) In D of 
it, he ſummed up all the wickeduels of that 
F Foes in the crime of murder 3 a they | 


FSA MCLE 


py 


m 

1 

fe. upon the 

\ CR OE. blood: of Zacha- 
on | 4 Nas, ſon of Barachias, whom. ye flew be- 
A 4 tyycen the temple and the — Verily I 
ks 1 ſay unto you, all theſe thin 
0} | 

m. 

he 

ly, 

hat 

his 


come 
s; upon this generation, O Fernſalem, Feru- 
„alen, Thou that killeſt the — and 
:. e them which. are ſent unto. thee, 


en together, even as a hen gathereth 

= under her wings, and ya 

de, ud nor. Behold, your houſe. is left 
ere 2006 7 T And! - 4 7710 bag ye 


105111 | * tay 


(32) 
« fy, Bleſſed by that cometh in the name 
of the Lord.“ (v. 3 4-Alt. )) 
5 Having thus cen s leave, ke went 0 ut 

of the temple, in as private a — as 
fible,: 1 on ere . os 
diſciple. That diſcip 1a 10 bez 
be from what he en Vis MAR 
fay, of 3 rut,” could not h 
— 1 ee 25 a 
cture and edifice...” 
<< manner of ſtones, and what buildings 
dar «© here. — A s -fus anſwering faid* unto mT" g 5 
great buildings? There ſhall* 
ar «by left one — upon another, that Wal "Ob 
Tide — be thrown down.“ This, it is is proba= 
that diſciple told to three of his brethren, 1 
_ met, and joined, their Maſter; and him, 
Without the. Gy: that afternoon. When 
Feſas arrived to that part of the mown?' of 
On ves, which was over againſt the temple 
he ſat down. Then Peter and James, an 
Jobn, and Andrew, aſked him privately con- 
cerning thoſe awful events, which he had 
foretold. «Tell us, when hall theſe things 
«.'he ?'-and what fhall be the fign, when all 
«-thofe things ſhall be fulfilled 5 (Mark Xii. 
15.) When the twelve were come up, and 
now with him alone by themſelves, it is pto- 
bable, Jeſus gave them that prophetic a0. 
count, and thoſe ſtriking repreſentations of 
the judgments to come, to wit, the deus 


MY ee, 1 the end of the World, 
7 which 
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which are related by St. Matth. Chap. xxiv+ 
and xxv. | 
Having finiſhed this melancholy ſubject 
with ſuitable inſtructions, touching thoſe 
awful and calamitous times, it is probable he 


| abode with them that night on the mount of 


Olives. (Luke xxi. 37.) ; 
!WzpxssDAY. On this day the Sanbedrim 
ing irritated and enraged, perhaps the 


more, becauſe of the diſcourſe which Teſus 


yeſterday delivered 'in the temple,] for the 
fake of privacy, © aſſembled together unto 
ce the palace of the high prieſt, who was 
4e called Caiaphas. And they conſulted, that 


they might take Jeſus by ſubtilty, and kill 
* him;“ with all convenient expedition and 


ſecreſy, © leſt there ſhould be an uproar a- 
« mong the people. ¶ Matib. xxvi. 3, 4, 5.) 
As Feſus knew what they were about, inſtead 
of coming to Jeruſalem, he went therefore, 
to Bethany. © There, in the houſe of Simon 
the Leper, they made him a ſupper. And 
e the ſiſters of Lazarus being preſent, 
« Martha ſerved; but Lazarus was one of 
* them that ſat at the table with him. Then 
* took Mary a pound of ointment of ſpike- 
e nard, very coſtly, and anointed the head 


- © and feet of Jeſus, and wiped his feet with 


her hair; and the houſe was filled with the 
* odour of the ointment.” Whereupon Judas 
1ſcariot firit openly diſcovered his baſe avari- 
cious temper, and faid, perhaps, to the diſ- 
7 F ciples 


(34) 

ciples that ſat near him, inſtilfing his poiſon- 

ous reflections, and prejudices againſt the 

woman, into them alſo: Matth. xxvi. 8. 

Mark xiv. 4, 5.) © Why was not this ointment 
« ſold for three hundred pence, and given to 
<« the poor? Not that he cared for the poor; 

e but he ſpake this becauſe he was a thief, and 
had the bag.” For if it had been ſold and 
the money depofited with him, he could have 
appropriated. ſome of it to his own uſe. Upon 
this, Jeſus rebuked him, before them all. 
© Let her alone. Why do you trouble and 
reflect upon her? She hath wrought a good 
« work on me, -Vou freely beſtow your 
unctions on the dead bodies of your friends. 
Againſt the day of my burying hath ſhe 
kept this. As for the poor, always you 
have them with you: and whenever you 
„ will, ye may do them good: but me ye 
<< have not always.“ g. d. Dont unreaſonably 
grudge the little expence of this piece of re- 
ſpect which ſhe has ſhewn; for I ſhall not be 
long with you. And inſtead of approving the re- 
flections of Judas, he declared, that that action 
of hers ſhould be celebrated whereſoever his 
goſpel was preached, throughout the whole 
world. (Mark xiv. 610.) At this rebuke, 
and declaration, it is probable, Judas took 
umbrage, and thought himſelf highly affront- 
ed. For, from hence, he conceived his black 
deſign, to betray his Maſter. (Matth. xxvi. 
14, 15, 10.) | 5 
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In the interim, Jeſus not coming to FJeru- 
ſalem, and the news of his being at Bethany, 
being carried thither, © much people of the 
« Jews therefore knew that he was there, 
* and they came, not for Teſus ſake only; 
© but that they might ſee Lazarus allo, 
* whom he had raiſed from the dead.” But 
$ it had another effect on the chief prieſts. 
When they heard where he was, they con- 

te ſulted, that they might put Lazarus alſo 
© to death: becauſe that by reaſon of him 
© many of the Jews went away, and believed 
e on Feſus. ( John xii. 2--12.) 

When ſupper was ended, and the com- 
pany that came were withdrawn, Jeſus put 
off his upper garment, ** and took a towel and 
« girded himſelf, After that he poureth water 
“into a baſon, and began to waſh the diſci- 
“ ples feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
« wherewith he was girded.” Peter, indeed, 

at firſt, did not care his Lord ſhould perform 
ſo mean a ſervice to him. However, when 
he had permitted it, and they were waſhed, 
Jeſus pronounced them * clean ; but not all. 
For he knew who would betray him: 
7 © therefore ſaid he, ye are not all clean. 80 

e after he had waſhed their feet, and had 
e taken his garments, and was ſet down a- 
e gain, he ſaid unto them, know ye what I 
* have done to you?” He then explained the 
meaning, and propoſed his example, to them. 
Mean while, as he ſaw how Judas's reſent- 
CE 2 ment 
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ment wrought into malice, he applied to him- 
ſelf a paſſage out of P/al. xli. 9g. He that eateth 
bread with me, bath lift up his heel againſt me. 
And he bid them remember it, as an inſtance 
of his fore- knowledge, in order to ſtrengthen 
their faith in him, when they ſhould ſee this 
alſo accompliſhed in him. He then told them, 
they were his ambaſſadours and repreſen- 
tatives, © Verily, verily, I fay unto you, he 
that receiveth whomſoever I ſend, teceiveth 
„ me: and he that receiveth me, receiveth 
&« him that ſent me. When Jeſus had thus 
© ſaid, he was troubled in ſpirit,” knowing 
how unworthy one of them was of that 
office. And he could not forbear to teſtify it 
plainly. © Verily, verily, I ſay unto. you, 
that one of you ſhall betray- me.“ This 
amazed them. And as they doubted who it 
ſhould be, Peter beckned to Jobn, who fat 
leaning on his maſter at the table, to get the 
ſecret. Whereupon, Jeſus, having made him 
acquainted with the token, © took a morſel, 
and dipped it in wine, or ſome other liquor 
© then on the table, and gave it to Judas 
e Heariot. Whether Judas grew more en- 
raged, at being again, publicly, rebuked, and 
pointed out as a bad man by his maſter, as he 
might think, certain it is, “after the ſop, 
* Satan entered into him,” and he, from 
that inſtant, became his adverſary. For he toſe 
up, and went immediately out, altho it = 


(37) 
late in the evening, to Jeruſalem, where he 
made his infamous contract, to betray him. 
Judas being withdrawn, IJeſus was more 
at liberty, to ſpeak freely, and affectionately, 
to the eleven, what is related from Jobn 


(bup. xiii. 3 1. to the end of Chap. xiv. when 


he finiſhed this warm and inſtructive diſcourſe 
by making a motion to them to depart. On 
this they aroſe, and went, as I ſuppoſe, and 
lodged in ſome houſe or garden, on the mount 
of Oltves. | | 
TruR8DAY. In the morning Jeſus was, 
probably, with his diſciples in Gethſemane, or 


ſome garden on the mount of Olives, where, 
as there might be perſons in view at this time 


pruning their vines, he took occaſion to in- 


A & -troduce his diſcourſe, with a ſimilitude bor- 
3X rowed from thence. * I am the true vine, 
and my father is the huſbandman. Every 


ce branch in me that beareth not fruit, he 
e taketh away; and every branch that beareth 
* fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
c more fruit,” See at large, John, Chap. xv. xvi. 
which contains this diſcourſe: which is full of 
conſolatory, and inſtructive matter; very ex- 


preſſive of his great love, and well ſuited to 
impreſs their hearts, and preſerve them faith- 
ful in their duty to him. | 


This being * the firſt day of unleavened 
e bread,” his diſciples, perhaps when they 
ſaw Judas was returned, and knowing that he 
did not leave them over night to buy any 


thing 
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thing for the feaſt, as'they then thought, be- 
cauſe Jeſus faid unto him, what thou 
ce doeſt, do quickly.” ¶ Jobn xiii. 27, 28, 29.) 
I fay, when "he diſciples knew all was yet 
to be provided, they ſaid unto him, Where 
* wilt thou that we go and prepare, that 
« thou mayeſt eat the paſſover?” Upon this, 
he called Peter and Jobn, and gave them 
the. following inſtructions. © Go ye into 
* the city, and there ſhall you meet a man, 

&* bearing a pitcher of water: follow him, 
* and whereſoever he ſhall go in, ſay ye unto 
< the good man of the houſe, the maſter faith, 
* where is the gueſt-chamber, where I ſhall 
'«/ eat the paſſover with my diſciples ? And 
* he will ſhew you a arge upper room, 
< furniſhed and prepared: there make ready 
© for us. And theſe: two diſciples went forth, 74 
* and came into the city, and found as he 3 
* had ſaid unto them; and they made ready iſ 
<« the paſſover.” (Mark xiv. 1217. Luke 
XXii. 7.) 
In the evening, when all was prepared, 
Jeſus came to that houſe, in the city, and 
there © fat down, and the twelve apoſtles 
« with him. And he ſaid unto them, with ©? . 
« defire I have deſired to eat this paſſover wit 
e you before I ſuffer.” (Luke xxii. 14, 15.) 
And as they fat, and did eat, eſus ſaid, | 
« verily I ſay unto you, one of you which : 
* eateth with me, will betray me.” And 
now, having heard him ſay the ſame thing 
| yeſterday ; 
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e- yeſterday © they began to be ſorrowful, 
ou and,” in order to purge themſelves, to ſay 
9.9 ce unto him, one by one, I it 1? and another 
yet 8 © faid, I it 1?” For by what paſſed yeſter- 


ere day, only John, and Peter, may be ſuppoſed 
to have known the Traitor. And he an- 
„ fwered and faid unto them, It is one of the 
= ©. twelye, that dippeth with me in the diſh.” 
(Mart xiv. 18, 19, 20.) © The ſon of man 
X ©<.-goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto 
that man, by whom the ſon of man is be- 
e trayed: it had been good for that man, 
if he had not been born.” Then Judas, 
23 who could not but take it to himſelf; anſwer- 
ell and ſaid, Maſter, is it 1?” To whom 
Feſus replied, Thou knoweſt that aſkeſt the 
queſtion. (Marth. xxvi. 24, 25.) | 
Aſter the paſſover, Jeſus inſtituted his own 
th _ and concluded with ſinging an hymn. 
That ſolemnity being over, and, I ſuppoſe, 
Judas gone out, he offered up, to his heaven- 
oF ly father, that prayer, which. St. John has 
recorded, Chap. xvii. © When Jeſus had ſpoken 
XZ <-theſe words, he went forth with his diſci- 
33 © ples over the brook Cedron. (Chap. xviii. 1.) 
In their way towards the mount of Olives, 
the apoſtles were fo full of the notions of 
temporal power, and grandeur, for them 
by and by, that © there aroſe a ſtrife amon 
them, who of them ſhould be counted the 
< greateſt.” This was another trial of our 
Lord's patience, who heard, and endeavoured 


to 


7 
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to allay their heat and ambition, and; if 


ble, to exterminate out of their minds, that 
groſs conceit, of the nature of his kingdom, 
which had _ them at — da then 


his perſon, nor - his — ſhould finall = 
rate them; for that he ſhould riſe again, and 
would meet them in Galle. Upon this, 
Peter defiredito be excepted out af the num- 
ber of thoſe who ſhould take offence, at ahy 
thing that might beſall him. Feſus told him, 
thin he was ſo far from having a right to be 
excepted, that © that very night, beſare the 
cock crew, he Wels mae e 
Matth. xxvi. 31-35. Th 
Being come unto the 4 of Oliver, ith 
that part of it where the garden — 
place of his uſual reſort, he entered into it 
with his diſciples. When he was at the place, 
he ſaid unto them, pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation.” ( Luke 22. 40. Nahm 18.1.) 
Thus have we taken a brief view of the 
previous circumſtances through which our 
Lord paſſed. 

And now began the ſubject of our 3 
inquiry, bis ſorrow and anguiſh. When we 
conſider his public ſermons, which were 
levelled at the vices of that generation; his 


prophe- 
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praphetical diſcourſes, which related chiefly 
to woeful and calamitous events ; his private 
inſtructions to his diſciples, which for the 
moſt part reſpected either his own, or their, 
ſufferings : I fay, when we conſider the na- 
ture and kind of his work as a teacher, as well 
as his conſtancy therein, it is no wonder, if 
his ſpirits were agitated, and his mind received 
a taint from thoſe melancholy topics. Add 
to this, the perpetual guard he was obliged to 
keep againſt the inſidious behaviour of the 
Sanbedrim, to get him into their power; and 
the taſ he had, to bear with the weakneſs of 
his followers, and to cheer and ſupport them 
under the cloud that was coming over him. 
When theſe things in particular are con- 
ſidered, among the above- mentioned occur- 
rences of the five preceding days, it is no 
wonder, if he was now fatigued, and a languor, 
and heavineſs came upon him? If the diſci- 
ples*, who only attended on him, and to 
him, tho perhaps, with no great fervour of 
mind, were weary, and heavy; what muſt 
he be, whoſe work, trials, and exerciſes were 
ſo very great, and who partook of fleſh and 
blood, in common, with them? Then ſatth 
he unto them, my ſoul is exceeding ſorromful, 
even unto death. And be went a little further, 

Ariz „da > fr nigh e td 

For the fatigue and trouble they had undergone, + 
„had exhauſted their ſpirits, and their eyes were quite 
6 weighed: down with wearineſs and forrow.” Vid. 
Doddridgs on Mark xiw 40. DE 
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ail fell on his face, and prayed, ſaying, O my 
Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs yew 
me. 
This bringy us to that other branch of our 
inqui 
II. Secondly, What theſe evils were, Aich 


might naturally preſent themſelves to the 


mind of our Lord, which he expreſſed under 
the notion of 1H Cop? As this was an eaſtern 
figure, and uſed by him at other times, when 
he ſpake thereof with an ernphaſis, calling it 
the Cup, and my Cup, it may be proper to ex- 


amine his meaning then, and fee whether he 


had net the ſame preciſion of ideas on each 
occaſion. The firſt time we meet with it, in 
his hiſtory, is, as he was coming up to Jeru- 


ſalem. | Matth, xx. 20, 24. Then came to 
him the mother of Zebedee's children, with 


her ſons, worſhiping him, and deſiring a 


certain thing of him. And he ſaid unto 
e her, What wilt thou? She ſaith unto him, 


Grant that theſe my two. ſons may ſit, the 
one on thy right hand, and the other on the 
< left, in thy kingdom. But Jeſus anſwer- 


ed and ſaid, ye know not What ye aſk.” 


« Are ye able to. drink of the Cup, that I 
<« ſhall dein of, and to be baptized, with the 
<« baptiſm, that I am baptized with? They 


« ſay unto him, we are able. And he faith 


« unto them, ye ſhall drink indeed of my Cup, 


tand be baptized with the baptiſm, that I. 


« am baptized with ; * to ſit on. my right- 
| cc hand; 
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* hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, 


„ but for whom it is prepared of my Father. 


It does not appear, that James and John heſi- 
tated, about his meaning. On the contrary, 
they anſwer, as if they underſtood, that he 
ſpake of certain previous ſufferings, which 
they would, willingly, partake of, with him, 


ſo they might but obtain their requeſt. And 


this they might know, from the common 


manner, among the Jews, of expreſſing af- 


fliction, under the metaphors of a Cup, and 
baptiſm. However, it is likely, he meant to 
refer them, by theſe figures, to the ſufferings 


. he had juſt, that very inſtant, been telling, 
the Twelve, would befall him. Behold, we 
go up to Jeruſalem; and the fon of man 


5 ſhall be betrayed unto the chief Prieſts, and 
<.-unto the Scribes, and they ſhall condemn 
him to death, and ſhall deliver him to the 


Gentiles, to mock and to ſcourge, and to 


“ crucify him.“ (Ver. 18, 19.) This was the 
portion of affliction that awaited him; what 


= was peculiarly allotted for the ſon of man, tho 


his follgwers might taſte thereof too. And his 
queſtion plainly is, can you endure ſo great 


FF cvils?. © are ye able to drink of this cup?” 


Again. He uſed the ſame figure of ſpeech 


before he went out of the garden, on account 


of the refiſtance which Peter made, when he 
drew the ſword, and was for defending him 
ainſt - thoſe who came to ſeize: his perſon. 


(Jabn xviii. 11.) “ The Cup, which my Father 
iet G 2 hath 


* 
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lath given me, ſball Tnot drink it? Here the 
import of the metaphor lies obvious. The 
Cup was a ſeries of afflictions, which he was 
then entering upon. And if, under this no- 
tion, he meant that determinate portion of 
evil, that reached from his apprehenſion to 
his death; it is highly probable, he meant 
to denote the like, by the ſame figurative ex- 
preſſion, in that prayer, which he now offer- 
ed up. © Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup 
* paſs from me. It ſeems forced and unna- 
tural to ſuppoſe he ſhould mean to expreſs, at 
this time, any thing elſe, by the metaphor, 
different from what he meant by it both a 
little before, and afterwards, alls 

Again, There is one obſervation to be 
made an St. Mar#'s account, that will aſſiſt 
our inquiry. Our Lord, in this his retire- 
ment, he ſays, fell on the ground, and 
« prayed, that, :f it were poſſible, the hour 
* might paſs from bim. And he ſaid, Abba, 
e Father, all things are poſſible unto thee ; take 
« away this cup from me. Here, we fee, 
plainly, the hour, and the cup, import one 
and the fame affliction. What that was, his 
own words, to the three diſciples, a little 
after, may ſufficiently direct us to.“ It is 
* enough, the hour what J have been depre- 
ce cating] is come: behold the ſon of man is 


41 


ec betrayed into the hands of ſinners. 


This being fo, the evils comprehended by 


dur Lord, under this notion of the cup, which 


(45) 
might naturally be ſuppoſed to preſent them- 
ſelves to his mind, were twofold ; and may be 
diſtinguiſhed into--ſuch as related to himſelf, 
and ſuch as related to others.--Of the firſt ſort” 


3 _- (1.) That he ſhould be betrayed by one of 
his own diſciples. ' Thoſe which were given 


4 him by his Father, and were approved by 


bimſelf, to be his intimate aſſociates, were 
XX 7Zewelve. Theſe were choſen to be witneſſes of 
2X his doctrine, life, and actions; and whom 
be alſo called Apoſtles; they being ſent by 
big, to publiſh the goſpel of the kingdom of 
God. Judas Icariot had this honour, in com- 
mon with the reſt; and is, therefore, fre- 

& quently ſtiled, by the epithet of, ne f the 
twelve. He had the privilege of near acceſs, 
and perſonal familiarity with his maſter. It is 
*X probable, he had ſome good qualities, being 
purſe-bearer to our Lord, and his ſelect fa- 
mily. But whatſoever they were, they were 
over-ballanced by his covetouſneſs, cenſo- 
riouſneſs, impatience of rebuke, revenge and 
hypocriſy. There is no doubt, but Jeſus en- 
deayoured to keep him from being loſt, and to 
form him, amongſt the reſt, after his own 
divine temper. But tho' he had the advantage 
of the beſt teacher, and the brighteſt example 
of morality, in his maſter,” inſtead of being 


him. He ſought out for his enemies, and 
made overtures and propoſals to them, touch- 


ing 


honeſt and faithful, he became a traitor to 
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ing the very thing 2 wanted. He: com- 
<© muned 2 the chief prieſts and captains, : 
e how he might betray him unto them; in 
ei the abſence of the multitiide.” (Luke xxii. 
4, 6.) Thus, one who was numbered with 
the Apoſtles, and took part of the miniſtry! of 
the goſpel,” was baſe enough to propoſe; this 
queſtion; what will ye-give me, and I 
vill deliver him unto you? (Aal. Xxxvi. 

19. ). The guilt of his aroſe in 

portion to the rank be Kad. It muſt al 
affect our Lord, that one ſo near his perſon 
thould act ſuch a part. Accordingly we find, 


that he was troubled in ſprit, when he 


L teſtified, and ſaid, verily, verily, I fay unto 
«you, that one of you ſhall betray me.“ 
(Fobn xiii. 2 1.) Great minds have a delicacy 

in their perception. They feel ingratitude 
more than others, as they are! leſs deſerving 
of it. And indeed the beſt men have met 
with this ſort of ill uſage. David, more than 


once, deplores the like, in language, which 


ſhewed, how ſenfibly he was touched. «Yea; 


mine own familiar friend, in whom I truſt- 
te ed; which did eat of my bread, hath lift 


*-up his heel againſt me. For it was not an 
4 enemy that reproached me, then I could 
have born it; neither was it he that hated 
me, that did magnify himſelf againſt me. 
6 Bat it was thou, a man mine equal, my 
guide; and mine acquaintance,. * _- 

a and lv. 12, 13.) 214232 

5 There 
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There are two things, that will ſet the part 
of Judas in its proper light. One is, the con- 
tempt he diſcovered for his maſter, in offering 
to betray him, for ſo ſmall a price as thirty 
pieces of ſilver. For this was no more than 
what the Jews uſually gave for the purchaſe 
of a flave. The other is, the pernicious in- 
fluence, this conduct of his muſt. have had, 
on the minds of the Sanhedrim. They were 
prejudiced againſt Jeſus already; but this his 
diſeiple comes, and confirms them therein. 
They had formed a reſolution to take Jeſus. 

Jude propoſes to them the means. Let hi 
but have a band of men, he would guide 
them to his retreat, the next night, and give 
them ſuch directions, that he - ſhould be 
brought ſecurely to them. How this was re- 
ceived, we are told by St. Mark, ſee Chap, 
Xiv. 11. And when they heard it, they were, 
glad, and promiſed to give him money. And it 
is very probable, if he had aſked more, he 

might have had it. But covetouſneſs was not 
his only vice. He had another paſſion, at 
this time, to gratify, that of malice and re- 
venge. Under how favourable a light did the 
Sanbedrim, now, behold their own wicked 
meaſures ? Had they any poſſible room left _ 
to think worthily of Jeſus, as the Meſiab, 
when one of his intimate aſſociates, who had. 
the opportunity of knowing him better than 
they, required no higher a reward to re | 
eee it 36 -en ehen 
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him up unto them, than if he were ſome or- 


dinary pitiful fellow ? ; | 


Now that this baſeneſs and treachery of 
Judas Iſcariot ' bore ſomewhat of a frightful 


aſpect to the mind of our Lord, may be 
gathered from his manner of expreſſion, when 


he awoke Peter, and the two ſons of Zebedee, 
the laſt time, Riſe, let us be going; be- 
* hold, He-is at hand that doth betray me.“ 


(Matth. xxvi. 46.) mes 


(2.) Another evil in view, was, the arreſt 
and ſeizure of his perſon. The Prince, "the 
moſt holy, as Daniel ſtiles him, (Chap. ix. 24, 
25.) was to endure a great change in his 


character and condition. Feſus had hitherto 


anſwered many of the prophetic marks of the 


Meſſiah, in his life, doctrine, and miracles, 


But this that is written remained yet to be ac- 
compliſhed in him, And he was numbered. 
with the tranſgreſſors. (Iſa. liii. 12. Luke xxii. 
37.) From the begining of his public mini- 
ſtry, down to this period, he appeared in an 


eminent and reſpectable light, with growing 


honour. He had been proclaimed by Jobn the | 


Baptiſt, whom all men acknowledged to be 


a prophet; as one vaſtly his ſuperior, in office 

and dignity. (Matth. iii. 11.) By means where- 
of, and by his doctrines and miracles, '** his 
fare had ſpread abroad every where, from 
« Galilee throughout all Syria; inſomuch 


that great multitudes of people, who ſaw 
the inſtances of his beneficence and power, 
| « followed 
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fc followed him, with wonder and amaze- 
te ment. (Math. iv. 25. Vil. 28. ix. 33. xv. 
30, 31. Mark 1. 27. ill. 7, 8. vi. 55, 56.) 
He was crouded almoſt wherever he came': 
ſo that, ſometimes, - in the houſe where he 
cc was, they could not ſo much as eat bread.” 
| And no wonder, ſince © the people began to 
te carry about in beds thoſe that were ſick, 

* where they heard he was. And whither- 
ce ſoever he entred, into villages or. cities, or 
* country, they laid the ſick in the ſtreets, 

* and beſought him, that they might touch 
e if it were but the border of his. garment; 

es and as many as touched it were made 
« whole.“ (Mark ui. 20. vi. 55, 56 1 

Lake, in noting his vaſt audience, ſays, © the 

« people were gathered thick together : an 
innumerable multitude [myriads] of people, 
* inſomuch that they trod one upon another.” 
( Chaps xi. 29. xii. 1.) 

Indeed, ſuch were the expectations of the 
Yewiſh nation, at this time, of an extraordina- 
Waren from among them, to aſſume the 

inion foretold by the prophets ; and ſuch 
wonderful works did ſhew forth themſelves in 
Feſus, that it was owing to deſign, and contri- 
vance, whenever he was private and ſolitary. 
When he had © fed about five thouſand men, 
* beſides women and children, with five barley 


S gee Dr. Syx8s's excellent Eſſay upon the truth 9 
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e loaves and two fmall fiſhes; dete men | 
* when. they had feen the miracle; ” which 
ſo nearly reſembled that of Moſes, who fed 
their fathers in the wwlderneſi with Manna; 
and calling to mind that promiſe, that Gad 
16641d raiſe up 10 them 4 prophet, k he unto hum; 
could not forbear faying, © This is of a truth 
te that prophet that ſhould come into the 
« world. When Feſus therefore perceived 
that they would come and take him by 
force, to make him a king; he firſt ſent 


37. away ' his own diſciples,” to wh he knew 


chat motion was agrecable, and then diſperſed 
the multitade; himſelf retiring into a moun- 
tain alone. (Mark vi. 46. . 14, 15.) 
But before this, at Cupernaum, we find, 
© the city gathered together at the door of the 
t houſe where he was.” And when, to avoid 
this popularity, he would no more openly 
« enter into the city, but was without in 1 
fart places, they came unto him from ev 

* quarter,” ſo that go where he would, 
all his pretaution, he could not be dig. 
(Mark 1. 33, 45, vil. 24.) 

If it be faid, Feſus had not this efte 
where, and did not appear thus — | 
every perſon 5 it is granted, The Buangolifts, 
ho were artheſs men, „ no 
truth, tho” it may ſeems to their maſter's 'di(- 
honour, relate ſome. ill-treatment he met with 
in his own city, and among his own kindred. 


But even here, ce they v were aſtoniſhed at his 
* 2 


(5) 

* wiſdom, and his mighty works; and were 
offended in Tanga wy becauſe of his mean 
parentage and education. (Matth. xiii. 54, 58.) 
And as to the Scribesand Phariſees, even they 
could not but own his miracles, tho' they 
perverſly aſcribed his power to the prince of 
_ devils. (Marth. ix. 34.) Why, or upon what 
they became his enemies, is very 
His doctrine contradicted theirs; and 
2 and behaviour thwarted all their 
— of temporal grandeur. However, 
2 there were among the chief rulers and 
* phuriſees many who believed on him :” tho 
did not publickly confeſs him. And 
thoſe who did not believe, were deſirous to 
ſee him; as was Herod the Tetrarch of a long 
ſeaſon.” And this piece of reſpect they paid, 
they often invited him to their tables (John 
xii. 42. Lule ix. 9. xi. 37. xiv. 1. xxiil. 8. 
Marth. xiv. 1.) Wherefore if Jeſus was not 
believed un as the Meſſiab, by all, he was ge- 
nerally eſteemed as an extraordinary perſon ; 
* — ſaid, by ſome, that John the Baptiſt 
<«. was. riſen from the dead ; and by ſome, 
te that Elias had appeared, and by others, 
© that. one of the old prophets was riſen | 
again.“ He being © a prophet mighty in 
<< deed and word _ God, and all the 

people. (Luke ix. 7, 8. xxiv. 19.) 
There are two things which — the high 
eſteem and veneration in which 85 ſus Was 
held, before his n The one 2 


\ 


(52) 

the manner and form in which he was uſually 
addteſſed. We find perſons, of rank and 
figure, uſing like words and expreſſions, and 
the ſame poſture of worſhip and reverence to 
him, as to perſons and characters of the firſt 
dignity. Thus, „the Roman Centurion ſent 
* by his friends, ſaying unto him, Lord, 
* I am not worthy that thou ſhouldeſt enter 
under my roof: Wherefore neither thought 
I myſelf worthy to come unto thee ; but 
e ſay in a word, and my ſervant ſhall be 
e -healed.” | (Luke vii. 7.) And Jairus, the 
e ruler of the ſynagogue, when he ſaw 
e "Jeſus, he fell at his feet.” (Mark v. az.) 
And another accoſts him in the ſame manner, 
kneeling down to him, and ſaying, Lord, 
* have mercy on my ſon.” ¶ Mattb. xvii. 14, 
1 f.) Even within the coaſts of Judea itſelf, 
where moſt of his enemies reſided, we read 
of one, who had great poſſeſſions, who 
came running, and kneeled to him, and 
craved his inſtructions. Good maſter, what 
0 ſhall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 
(Mark x. 17.) The other thing, which ſhews 
the high reputation and honour in which 
Jeſus was held, is, the ſtile and title which 
was uſually given unto him, of Sor David. 
This imported, if not his royal extraction 
from that houſe, at leaſt ſome princely dig- 
nity, and was, perhaps, the very character de- 
wo e eee, een eee 
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ſcriptive of the Myiab,* who, they thought, 
would be a temporal king, as David was. 
Now this title was ſo commonly aſcribed to 
Jeſus, that we read, © the two blind men 
followed him, crying, and ſaying, Thou 
te gon of David, have mercy on us.” And at 
another time, all the people were amazed, 
* and ſaid, is not this the Sen of David? 
(Matth, ix. 27. xii. 23.) Even the canaanitiſb 
woman had learned to give him this appella- 
tion; Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou 
Son of David.” And indeed in this cha- 
rater they uſhered him into Feru/alem, this 
laſt time: Hoſarne to the Son of David.” 
| (Matth. xv. 22. xxi. 9.) | | 
From what has been ſaid, it is plain, that 
tho our Lord did not affect worldly pomp _ 
and ſplendour, yet his external condition and 
appearance, during his miniſtry, was highly 
reſpectable. He ſupported a divine character, 
{peaking the words, and doing the works of 
God, (Fobn xiv. 7-12.) and manifeſted forth 
his glory, as the only begotten of the Father ; 
the expreſs viſible image of the inviſible God. 
 (Fobni. 14. 11. 11, Heb. i. 3.) 4 
What a trial then, muſt our Saviour have, 
to bring himſelf to endure ſo great a change; 
as Was now going to be made, in his cha- 
rafter, and condition? He was now to ſuffer 
Eſſay upon the Trut iſtian Religi 
N Rs of Or PROS 


* % 
Ne 


uimſelf 


( 54) 
himſelfto be degraded into the form of a Cri 
minal, priſoner, and ſlave. 
Could this reverſe of fortune coſt him no 
thought, no uneaſy ſenſation? It is, 
perhaps, — it ſhould not; eſpeciall7 


he were void o — 
received of his Father ;* or uſing it no more 
than if he had not had it; was an occaſion 
of ſtumbling to his followers, For tho the 
diſciples were often foretold, that the ſon of 
man muſt be delivered into the hands of men; and 
were admoniſhed concerning it; yet as ſoon 
as they ſaw their maſter laid hold on, and 
bound, they all forſook him, and fled," 
(Mark xiv. 92 And tho Peter followed him 
afar off, even unto. the palace of the. high 
— ; he was ſcandalized to ſee him in cuſto- 
dy, and had not courage enough to own, he 

ſo much as ' knew the man. And this is that 


temper people, in ref 
The chief prieſts = rulers. 
him openly, © becauſe of the people, 
declared earneſtly for him, and had 0 ha ly ung 
Hoſenia, before him, as their expected king and 
g &lͤxverer. But now, five days after, being, by 
means of Juda's treachery, TIT” ae} 
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character of a finner was to be put 
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dead of the night; when the people ſaw he was 
bound, and ted, n EE 
of the rulers, like an ordinary fellow, or private 
man This undid him at once in their opi- 
nion. The miracles he had hitherto wrought 
were, now, eaſy to be conſtrued the effecta 
of magic, ſince, inſtead of ſome ſign of tem- 
poral deliverance, which they, probably, ex- 

from him, at this feaſt, they beheld 


him under reſtraint, a helpleſs priſoner in the 


hands of his enemies. When the multitude 


This could not but be matter of trial and di- 
ſtreſs to our Lord; who knew how to put a 


juſt value upon himſelf. And indeed every 
good umm will here an averſion more or le g, 


in proportion as his remove is from the oppo- 
to our Lord, to appear what he was not; yea, 


the reverſe of what he was. We could hardly 


gonceive' him to have been, fo much as @_ 
man, had he been wholly inſenfible to it; 
much leſs, he holy one, and the juft. AS. wy 
T4.) k is true, he knew, before, he muſe 


ny his glory to be made yoid, by appear- 
ing in a contrary form. Yet it 2 ne- 
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- ceflary, that that fore-knowledge ſhould have 
extinguiſhed his paſſion of ſelf-eſteem, or have 


turned his ſenſe of honour from its natural 
averſion to ſuch an object. If his pious ſub- 
miſſion to the will of God over- ruled that 


noble paſſion, in its laudable ſtruggles, that 
was ſufficient to ſupport his dignity; and that 


we know was the caſe. Wherefore, for him, 
who was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled, 922 


From finmers; who knew no ſin, to be made 
n; to lie under the falſe and ſcandalous i im- 


putation of guilt, and appear, in the eye of 


the public, as a haſphemer of God, — an 
enemy to the State. For him, after he had 


ſpent himſelf in the cauſe of virtue, in reliev- 
ing the miſerable, inſtructing the ignorant, and 


being the reſplendent image of Deity® itſelf 
e good, and kind, and merciful; now, to 


be apprehended, and be in the guiſe of a 
DEce1veR;--this alone; abſtracted from all 


bother confiderations, muſt neceſſarily, and 
in the nature of the thing, be abhorrent. to 


him. This was one of the evils in that Cup, 
which was before him, It was natural, that 


be, Who exhibited fo perfectly brigbt and 


ſpotleſs a character, ſhould 23 a diſlike, 


- when it came near, to take off ſo foul. and 


bitter a potion. And that this was part of 
that which ex erciſed his thoughts, is evident, 


| the his dun peer Ccompe- 
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y, who, came to apprehend, him, © Are ye 
come out as againft a TIEF with ſwords 
t and ſtaves for to take me? I ſat daily with 
& you teaching in the temple, and ye laid 
«4 no hold on me.” (Matth. xxvi. 55.) 55 
(3.) The proceſs; he was to go through 
might be another evil in this Cup. It was his 
ard lot to be! accounted a criminal of that 
und ſanguinary. He knew that as the Jetiſb 
rulers conſidered him as a blaſphemer, and 
ſeducer; they would take the moſt rigorous 
tneth<4, of proceedure, in his trial and con- 
demnation. And hereby, indeed, they eould 
vent their malice, and take their revenge of 
dim, under the appearance of a divine ſane- 
tion. Deut. xiii. $, 9. Thou ſhalt oC con ſent 
unto him, nor hearken unto him, neither” ſhalt 
thine eye pity bim, neither ſhalt. thou ſpares 
neither ſhalt thou conceal him. But thou ſhalt 
furely kill him; thine hand ſhall be firſt upodl 
bim to put him to death, and afterwards the 
hand of all the people. The chief Prieſts and 
Scribes acted up to the letter of this law; and 
without any regard to time, or ſeaſon, which, in 
other cafes would have been an argument for 
more mild and deliberate meaſures; they ſat 
up all night, thirſting as it were for his blood; 
ready to convene together, on the firſt notice. 
As they ſtood affected to him; he could ex- 
pot nothing but cruel and illegal uſage, at 
eir hands, And, ring: when boy 
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who had laid hold on him, had brought him 
bound, firſt to Annas, from whence, perhaps, 
the notice of his ſafe arrival in cuſtody was 
given, and then to Cazaphas, at whoſe palace 
the chiefs aſſembled in council, the high Prieſt 
wanted him to accuſe himſelf, When Jeſus 
declined that, and appealed to the common 
right he had of having witneſſes produced, of 
what he had ſpoke openly to the world ; he 
Was unjuſtly ſtruck by an inſolent officer of 
the court. (Jobn xviii. 21, 22.) And tho 
they would hear no witneſſes for him, they 


thought themſelves warranted to ſuborn wit- 


neſſes to ſwear againſt him. And when they 
had, with much difficulty, ſuborned to wit- 
neſſes; what they ſwore was falſe ; and even 
if it had been true, that he ſaid of the temple 
of God, what, indeed, he ſpake of the temple 
of his body; as he ſaid, he would build it a- 
gain; what they witneſſed did not agree ſo as 
to equal the charge laid againſt him, that he 
was worthy to die. (Matth. xxvi. 59-62. 
Mark xiv. 59.) Whether the high Prieft ſaw 
this defect of evidence, preſently, or not, he 
wanted our Lord to reply. But he held his 
peace, and anſwered nothing.“ (Ver. 61.) 
For what regard could he expect ſhould be 
paid to any thing he ſhould offer, by a court 
who abetted perjury, and would hear 0 wit- 
neſſes in bis bebalf? However, our Lord's 
filence threw them into ſome difficulty, The 
high Prieſt, then, adjured him, by the living 
CW S927: | God z 


/ 
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God; which was equivalent to impoſing an 
oath upon him, to &y, whether he was the 
Gr £ the Son of God, or not? Having. re- 
duced our Lord to the neceſſity of declaring 
himſelf, or rendering . himſelf liable to the 
charge of contemning God, and the moſt 
ſolemn form of teſtimony which magiſtrates 
had a right to call for in his name, be con- 
Feſſed, and denied not; tho it furniſhed them 
-with the matter they wanted, and opened the 
way to all that —4 of abuſe, which they 
. poured upon him. Then did they ſpit in 
* his face, and buffeted him; and others 
© ſmote him with the palms of their hands, 
6 ſaying, propheſy unto us, thou Cbriſt, who 
4 is he that ſmote thee?” (Matth. xxvi. 67-- 
69. The proſpect of having ſuch a trial, and 
meeting with ſuch treatment, in a court of 
| judicature, muſt needs be highly offenſive. 
Io this we may add as another evil, 
| (4.) His being to be delivered up to, and 
forced as it were upon, the Roman power, as 
a a notable criminal, in order to get the ſentenge 
of death executed upon him. The Sanbedrim 
had not the power of life and death, at this 
times. Therefore after they had judged our 

| Lord guilty of death, they held a-conſultatian, 

in * reſult of which, 60 Ne bound him, and 
led him away, and delivered him to Pontius | 
Pilate the ine. The character 15 
41 12 4 


* See th large, in D . 
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(60 ) 
this magiſtrate, as "tranſmitted by * Jewiſh and 
Obriſftian' hiſtorians, / is none of the beſt; be : 
being er repreſented, «of an inflexible 22 
e und withal arrogapt and crue + e 
5 As it may. He had too much boden d 
10 be eafil r on by' the i Jen 0 Prieſts 
and 2 Thi artfully” to pre: 
poſſeſs bim in their voor, and 0 inte 
22 'with' what, at maſt, was only the con- 
Tequehces which e ey Dad foreibly "drawn 
ee 0h ine. * e foupd this low 
zrting'the patign, and forbiddibg to 
+-8©'tribute* Car, faying, that he hit ar 
ns fp, a 4 King,“ (Lite Krill. 1, 2. As 
v, did pot le a —— 4 accuſation, bo. 
57 ee " farisfa@tion he recomipmiend- 
cc ther to judge and ain him wording 
"eos oy had, in ordinary U 
emeanors: for he found ng fault | 
; ie in whe 01 This ed ©c quity'4nd modefatzon, in EO 
Palas, wade them *© the more fierce. They 
8 " Infifted;] chat, as the laws at reſent Were, 
they could got puniſh him acco ding to hie de: 
Erts. 0 bn xvii. 31.) For *he had ftir 
"© up. he” ebe, teaching throughbut”" 
e Je 4 Vegi nn ing from war q i 
ef - Wo: Like XxIIi. 32 
Pe ey | Brew 4 17 rb chip | 
„ e. Bad” Zeliotred' bim ; he Was deter- 


moot himſelf, of the 'affa nd 
1 BR Lal 'ofigipaly, Fong - 
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| ( 61) 
Herod's juriſdiction, he ſent him to -Herad, 
Who himſelf was alſo at Ferufalim at 'that 
time. Hither alſo came the chief Prieſts 
and Scribes, and vehemently accuſed him.“ 


But Herod, tho a Few, did not think their 


charge well ſupported. And being greatly 
diſappointed, as to ſome wonderful Works, 
ter he heped to have ſeen done by Jeſus; he 
thought him an object of contempt, rather 
than of fear. And Herod with his men of 
-£© war ſet bim at nought, and mocked hi 


be and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and, 


- after this abuſive ſport, © ſent him again to 
© Pilate.” On their return, with the pri- 


Prieſts, and Rulers, and chief of the people, 
AE bia that a Feſus had been examined 


peſore them all, and his innocence, -in the 
matter whereof they accuſed him, had appear - 
ed, both to Herod; as well as to himſelf, he 
1 would chaſtiſe him, and releaſe him.” As 


"Pilate obſerved that they were not content, he 


ad recourſe to an expedient, which the ap- 
_ « prvaching feſtival furniſhed him with. Now 


de at that feaſt; the governor was wont to re- 
* leaſe" unto the people a priſoner, whom 


i they would. And they had then a nota» 


ble priſoner, called Barabhas ; who was 


te a robber, and had committed murder in an 

* inſufre@ion that was lately made,” It is 
bable, Pilate imagined, that, when this crimi- 
e ves et in competition with. ſus; thei 
BIR 2M malice 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of wickedneſs as to prefer Barabbas to 


. ( 62) 
malice would never riſe to ſo high a _ 
m. 
“ Therefore, when they were gathered to- 
<« gether, Pilate ſaid unto them, whom will 
ce ye that I releaſe unto you ? Barabbas or 
&© Teſus, which is called Chri/t ? But the chief 
&« Prieſts and elders perſuaded the multitude 
* that they ſhould aſk Barabbas, and deftroy 
66 Feſus.” The governor, whether he was un- 


willing to underſtand them at firſt, © anſwer- 


* ed, and faid unto them, whether - of the 


< twain will ye that Ireleaſe unto you? T 


e ſaid Barabbas.” (Matth. xxvi. 1 5-22.) Pi- 


late was now thrown into ſome perplexity, and 
began to expoſtulate with them, on the reaſon 
of the thing; but in vain... Whether it was 
by means of the meſſage which his wife ſent, 


on account of her extraordinary dream, or the 


_ - glaring injuſtice, of the act they required, 
ninding his argument of no avail, he had re- 
courſe to another, tho' a ſevere and cruel, ex- 


pedient. Then Pilate therefore took Jeſus 


t and ſcourged him. And the ſoldiers platted | 


a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, 


t and they put on him a purple robe, and 


, faid, Hail, king of the Jews.' And they 
* ſmote him with their hands.“ When he 


had ſuſtained this inſult and abuſe, Plate 
vent forth again, and pronounced his inno- 


cence, as to the crimes alledged againſt him: 


and, that they might know what puniſh- 
ment he had cauſed him to undergo, and if 


poſſible 


, 
ö 


(853) | 
poſſible be diverteè into a milder and better 
temper, he ordered the priſoner to be brought 
forth, as a public ſhew and ſpectacle for 


them. © Then came Feſus forth, wearing 


te the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. 


And Plate ſaith unto them, Behold the man!” 


The Jewiſb rulers caught his deſign, and pre- 


' vented the effect which he intended to pro- 
duce on the minds of the populace,, © When 


© the chief Prieſts therefore and Officers ſaw 


* him, they cried out, ſaying, crucify him! 


* crucify him] Pilate, who perceived their 
inveterate rage, bid them do it, if they dared.* 


Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find 


no fault in him.” To which they replied, 
« we have a law, and by our law he ought 
« to die, becauſe he made himſelf the Son of 


&« God. When Pilate therefore heard that 


&« ſaying, he was the more afraid; and took 
Jeſus again back into the judgment hall; and 
when, by his ſolicitude, he had obtained ſuch 
an anſwer, from him, as ſerved to excuſe his 
own conduct, towards him, thus far, © from 
« thenceforth Pilate ſought to releaſe him.” 
When they ſaw what was his determination, 
* the Jews cried out ſaying, If thou let this 
« man go, thou art not Czſar's friend. Who- 


cc ſoever 


* That this is the natural mea ing of the place, ſee 
Credi. Goſ. Hiſ. Vol. i. P. 90. Mon — cruci 


* him hen yourſelves, if you. can commit ſuch 4 
« villany, for I cannot. He appears to me innocent 


as I have told you already; and I have now puniſhed 
* him as much, or more than he deſeryes, 85 
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( 64) 

ſever tnaketh. himſelf a kitig, ſpeaketh a- 
* gainſt Ceſar.” (Jobn xix. 1--13,) 

nal Lg * which 8 ſedition, 
an peace e provin NOW. 

touched on another fring The — 6 
own ſecurity, and his allegiance to 77 Wan 
were brought in queſtion. And they 
& „ inſtant with loud voices requiring * 
« might be crucified. And the voices of theok 
« and of the chief Pricſts prevailed. "amy e 
« late gave ſentence, that it ey 

ce required.” (Luke xxiii. 23, ** Thus di 
this people oppoſe, again and again, the judg- 
ment and inclination of the Roman governor, 
till at length his politics got the better of his 
canſcience, and he was induced, for temporal® 


conſiderations, to yield to their wicked mea» 


fures. And now was our Lord ſtripped and 
fcourged a ſecond time, and again Wee 


= The bei De. Benſon, in his uſeful 3 5 

Fa 1 of the Cbriſtian Religian, obſerves of 

| lates at © having been cruel and tytannical in the 
g of bis rec reign, he had rendered . 

4 to the Jes. And therefore ſtood in awe of them 55 | 

© as fearing they would accuſe him of male-admi 

& ſtration, before Cæſar the Roman Emperor; and (6 


«© procure his conhnement, baniſhment, or (perhaps) 
even his death. Over-awed by e dread of this, he 


2 them, by mere clamour, to prevail to have 
efus crucified. And when they found that 5 


ptevaled, in one inſtance, and had him fo . 

21 in po wg it is no wonder, that they proceed 
4 to act as they „in other inſtances; and wy 

he apt and RE. of r 
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EH, ( 65-) 
to the derifion and ſport of a cohort of ſoldiers. 
As their rudeneſs to the criminal was allowed 
on theſe occaſions, © they called together the 
« whole band,” and repeated the like and 
| 2 indignities to his perſon than they had 
one before. They put the purple cloth on 
him for a robe, and wreathed again the thorns 
about his head, and = him to hold a reed 
in his right hand. When they had done this, 
* they bowed the knee before him, and mock- 
* ed him, faying, Hail, king of the Jews! 
te and they ſpit upon him, and took the reed 
e and ſmote him on the head,” (Math. xxvii. 
29, 30.) beating him, as it were, with his 
own ſcepter, and expreſſing tokens of the ut- 
moſt contempt and ſcorn. k 
Thus was the ſon of man delivered to the 
Gentiles, and their inſult and mockery of him 
procured by his own nation and people. He 
* came unto his own, and his own received 
« him not. He came to © bleſs them, by 
« turning away every one of them from their 
e 1niquities :” But they would not have him 
to reign over them. They conſulted to &z// 
the prince of life, and baſely urged and pro- 
2 the Roman power to afflict and cut him 
On, a I: 7 
As our Lord had a foreſight of this hard 
- and indignant uſage, and perhaps his eye upon 
It at this very inſtant; that might warmly 
affect his natural paſſions, and become one 
cauſe of his preſent diſtreſs. 
pon, K (s) 


(6) 

(5.) Laſtly, The particular death he was to 
ſuffer, did very probably at this time affect 
him, and was become the object of his fear 
and averſion, He often ſpake of this manner 
and kind of death, under the terms of E 


lifted up; and deſcribed it by the image 


Moſes's kifting up the ſerpent in the wilderneſß. 
By which i ea fan, 10 bad familiarized 4510 
ſelf to it. However, it was now, notwith- 
ſtanding, viewed, as it was, a formidable evil. 

As crucifixion was a Roman pong on 


and has been diſuſed ever ſince 1 


became Chriſtian, it is difficult to giv a an 
accurate account of it; and the rat 


there were croſſes of Ahe forms, and hiſto 


rians as well as painters have taken Jiher- 
ties in their ſeveral deſcriptions, The. moſt 

robable account of it, as it obtained at this 
time at Jeruſc alem, I take to be as follows, 


When the 1 ſentenced, had been 


ſcourged, and ad brought the tranſperſt beam 
to * place of execution, and it was fixed 


on the top of an erect piece of timber that was 


faſtned in the ground, which then formed 
the ſhape of a 2 was ſtripped quite naked, 
and, 1 cords under his arms, drawn up till 
his backſide reached the midle of the erect 


Bn, where a large peg or kind of wogden 
r 


ſe, jutting between his legs, afforded ſome 
ſupport to the weight of his His arms 
were then pulled above his head, and oblique- 


| Ip extended, fo as tis hands might reach to- 


wards 


| C299} - 
wards the ends of the tranſverſe beam, to 

which they were then faſtened, by large iron 
nails. His feet, which till now hung down, 

were then turned, in a tread-like-form, a- 
jak the upright timber, to which they, in 
like manner were alſo nailed. 

When belides the poſture itſelf, than which 
the mind can hardly image a more painful 
one, the laceration of the hands and feet, thoſe 
tender and nervous parts, with the violence 
of nails is conſidered, the puniſhment of the 
croſs muſt appear very dreadful. Accordingly 
we are told, the Romans were wont to expreſs 
their idea of pain, by a word borrowed from 
Crucifixion. Beſides, it was ſo ignominious 
a puniſhment, that they inflicted it on none 
but flaves and the vileſt malefactors. And they 


who ſuffered it, were open to the inſult and 


mockery of all forts of people. , No meaſures 
ſeem to have been obſerved, with our Lord, 
on this occaſion, * And they that paſſed by 
© revided him, wagging their heads, and ſay- 
<< ing, Thou that deſtroyeſt the temple, and 
« buildeſt it in three days, fave thy ſelf, If 


te thou be the Son of God, come down from 


« the croſs. - Likewiſe alſo the chief prieſts, 
© mocking him, with the Seribes and Elders, 
** ſaid, He ſaved others; himſelf he cannot 


« ſave. If he be the king of J/7ae!, let 


* him now come down — the croſs, and 
* we will believe him, He truſted in God; 


* Jet bim deliver him now if he will have 


K 2 « him: 
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( 68) 
* him: for he ſaid, I am the Son of God. 
e The thieves, alſo which were crucified 
ec with him, caſt the ſame in his teeth.” 
(Matth. xxvii. 3945.) 

Our Lord, we will ſuppoſe, had then theſe 
horrible images attending him into the garden, 
vid. the preparatory ſcourging; the bearing 
the tranſverſe beam to the place of execution; 
the being ſtript, and hoiſted up naked, to the 
view of ſome thouſands of ſpectators; the pain- 
ful and uneaſy poſtute, in which his body 
was to be placed on the tree; the having large 
nails driven thro' thoſe tender and nervous 
parts, ſuch as his hgnds and feet are, the cruel 
mockery, and contfadiction of ſinners, which, 
ſuſtained in that poſture, he was to endure a- 
gainſt himfelf:--I ſay, our Lord, very proba- 
bly, had this train of horrible images appear- 
ing before him, and aſſaulting his paſſions, 
at this time. At the view of theſe evils inno- 
cent nature might, and probably did reluctate. 
Allowing, that he was in all things made 
* like unto his brethren (fin excepted,”) he 
was, certainly, liable to pain and ſhame. Pain, 
we know, is an alarming ſenſation ; and as 
it threatens deſtruction to nature, does as it 
were put a man beſides himſelf. Hence, the 
bare apprehenſion of it, in certain degrees as 
poſſible, ſhall often intrude into the mind, 
take forcible poſſeſſion of the imagination, and 
_ raiſe an emotion in the animal frame. And 
as to ſhame, as its objects do gppoſe _— 


(&%) 
and glory, its force and power, among other 
paſſions, may be allowed to take place in the 
beſt of men. Now : © of all ignominies, an 
« jgnominious death is allowed to be the 
te greateſt. No wonder, therefore, if the 
foreſight of his cruel and ignominious ſuffer- 
ings were the occaſion of ſome diſturbance, to 
our Saviour, at this time. © Evil apprehended 
** to come tormented his ſoul with fear,” 
(they are the words of biſhop Pearſon, ) 
& which was as truly in him in reſpe& of 
ce what he was to ſuffer, as hope in reference 
te to the recompence of a reward to come after, 
* and for his ſufferings. Evil apprehended 
c as preſent tormented the fame with ſad- 
t neſs, ſorrow, and anguiſh of mind. So 
* that he was truly repreſented to us by the 
©. 77 as a man of ſorrows, and acquainted 
« with grief. And the proper ſubject of that 
te grief he hath fully expreſſed, who alone 
ce felt it, ſaying unto his diſciples, My ſoul is 
* exceeding ſorrowful even unto death.” And 
indeed in enumerating the ingredients in this 
bitter cup, the acute tormenting pain, and 
infamy of crucifixion muſt be regarded. 
It will be objected, © if the deadly forrow 
© and ſore amazement, our Lord was in, 
s aroſe from the apprehenfion of an ignomi- 
** nious painful death, which he knew would 
te ſoon iſſue in a glorious reward, he diſ- 
„ „ 1 * « covered 
» * Balingbroke's' Letters, Vol, ii. P. 273. On th 
cn 1 Edit. P. 189. eg 
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(79) 
* covered leſs reſolution than many of his 
- * followers, who ſuffered martyrdom, for his 
<« ſake, in as ſhameful and cruel a manner, 
« with courage and fortitude.” This, and a 
great deal more to the ſame purpoſe, has been 


ſaid. But it may be replied. 

I Jeſus had been free from the conflict of 
human paſſions, and perfectly indifferent to 
natural evils, it would abate of the merit of 
his death. What but a ſevere and difficult 
exerciſe of obedience can be ſuppoſed to en- 
title one to a glorious reward ? Befides; no 
kind of reward, how vaſt ſoever, or whether 
conferred in three days, or leſs, can alter the 
nature of pain. Evil will ſtill be evil, and 
what is hateful, to be abhorred. The joy that 
was ſet before bim, as mentioned by the 
Author to the Hebreus, (Chap. xii, 2.) ſup- 
poſed Jeſus in ſome ſuch exercife : and it was 
ſet before him, not to render him inſenſible, 
but, as a motive, which had its proper effect, 
to his enduring the croſs, and deſpiſing the 


Then as to martyrs, who are mentioned 
on this occaſion ; I beg leave to offer a few 
things: (1.) That the writers of their — | 
ings are notalways to be depended . Thei 
— to 5 * often 
tranſported them beyond the bounds of truth. 
Baellarmine and others of the church of Rome, 
have made large conceſſions on this head. 
Their lives and ſufferings were written as they 


2 e i 

might be, rather than as they really were.“ 
« It was a notion, ſaith Dr. Midaleton, 4 dili- 
« gently inculcated, and generally believed at 
« the ſame time, which was ſufficient of itſelf 
* to efface all the terrors of martyrdom, viz. 
« that under all that dreadful apparatus of 
e racks, and fires, and the ſeeming atrocity 
© of their tortures, the martyrs were mira- 
© culouſly freed from all ſenſe of pain, nay 
_ « Felt nothing but tranſports of joy from the 
ce cruelty of their tormentors. All which is 
e expreſly affirmed by many of the eccleſia- 
« ſtical writers.” If therefore theſe writers 
are to be credited, the martyrs are out of 


the queſtion, and it is impertinent to men- 


tion their courage and fortitude, who felt 


nothing of what they ſuffered. (2) It may be. 


queſtioned, if the minds of many of the 
martyrs were not perverted by falſe philoſopht= 
cal, or fanatical principles. If they had 
learned to acquire the ſloical apathy, to be in- 
ſenfible of ſufferings, or free from all emo- 
tion or perturbation from outward evils; they 
may be confidered as having ſtrained them- 
ſelves, beyond the common meaſures of hy- 
manity, into other ſort of creatures. Or if 
they believed that martyrdom would atone for 
all their crimes ; or that it alone would pro- 
cure them a diſtinguiſhed crown of glory; or 
that Jus would bear all their pains; I ſay, 


* * See Bayle Diet, Art. Valerious. ' 4 Fre Tug. 
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if they believed ſuch principles, and were 
a ctuated by them, how bold and brave ſoever 
they were, they were rather frantic, than 
ſober, Chriſtians, And that both #o:ci/m, and 
Fanaticiſm, have had a footing within the 
church, cannot be denied, Our Saviour was 
incorrupt, and acted upon the principles of 


| reaſon, and of humanity, in their pure pe 
| ele 


mitive ſimplicity. But (3) ſuppoſe that t 

writers did not amplify in the account they 
give, of the intrepidity and calmneſs of the 
martyrs who acted upon genuine principles; 


and that theſe were never ſhaken in mind, by 


the conſideration of their ſufferings ; but were 
immovable, reſolute and ſteady to the laſt ; 
(which we know was not always the caſe ;) 
there are circumſtances peculiar to. Feſus 
Chbri/?, which, if duly attended to, will make 
a very wide difference, | 


For inſtance: he knew no fin, to reconcile 


; himſelf to the ſuffering of death. A ſenſe of 


guilt will ever be attended with a ſenſe of 
deſerving ill, and will mightily help the mind 
to bear it, when it comes, altho it be unjuſtly 
inflicted by men. * It is of the Lord's mer- 
* "cies that we are not conſumed, becauſe his 
tt compaſſions fail not; is the language of 
the church under affliction. ¶ Lam. iii. 22. 
And the brave young confeſſors, who ſuſtain- 
ed great tortures of body, under the tyrant 
' Antiochus, are brought in ſaying, For we 
« ſuffer becauſe of our ſins.” (2 Mac. 11 
„ 4 0 8 


673) 

There was a time, when Chriſtians ſought 
martyrdom, in the belief of this notion, that 
it purged them from ſin, and freed them 
from all that pravity and corruption, they ſaw 
and diſliked in themſelves. This, tho' it is 
not to be juſtified, ſhews, how a ſenſe of 
guilt is capable of operating under affliction. 
Jeſus Cbriſt had no motive or argument of 
this kind. He did not deſerve the ſufferings 
which he ſaw before him, either by way of 
correction, or puniſhment, of God, or men. 
Again, neither had he any ſeeds, of morta- 
lity and diſſolution in his frame, to abate the 
terrors of death, and render it natural to him, 
He could not ſay, as the martyrs might, 
te unto corruption, Thou art my Father.” For, 


as the Son of God, brought into the world 
in an extraordinary manner, it was given 


unto him to have life in himſelf.” (Jobn v. 
26.) So that his life was his own, or intirely 
at his on diſpoſal, and beyond the force and 
controul of any human power. He was not 
liable to death, without his own conſent. 
No man taketh it from me, but I lay it 


te down of myſelf. - I have power to lay it 


te down, and I have power to take it a- 
6 gain. This commandment have Lreceived 
«* of my Father.” (Fobn x. 18.) The opinion 
therefore, of our Lord's being in fear that, he 


ſhould expire, privately, in the garden, and 


not hold out 'to triumph over death on the 
ctols; how ingenious ſoever it be, is not 
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true. Our reading of Hebrews, v. 7. and was 
. heard in that he feared,” which is thought 
to favour that opinion; may be ueſtioned, 
ns is ſeen in the margin of the Place. 1 
ſeems as if the author of that epiſtle, in 


ing of the Fong crying of our Lord, had in 


view the exclamation he uttered on the croſs, 
when © hecried wich & 168d voice, Eli, Ex, 
Lama Sabachthan.” But this is by the 
55 Again, as our Lord had not à morbi K 
cotifiitition: of body, bis organs and animal 
_ being pure, maſt afford quick Lenſa- 
Thie firſt man, hO was created im- 
a — by God, is the only example, 
| whereto:that holy thing: which, by 1 
of che Holy Ohoſt, Pres of A virgin, can 
be ikenel er compatied Wherefore; it is 
moſt cengruous to place che human conſtitu- 
don of dur Lord, With the Higheſt degree of 
de kind. Accordingly,” it is the opimion of 
very intelligent perſofts, that His body wi of 
u flner frame and texture, chall chat oF of 
the fallen” ſons of uam; and con 4 
chat he hid @ quidker 1 yhbility, Witt en⸗ 
dured much oe anguiſh" on the oro than 
ny one than did, and Ptoportiptily "hereto 


the views of it r might ald ens ene 
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« ſenſe of the evils, and pains, amd ſuffering | 
<. of il. 
Let not then the courage and fortitude of | 
the-martyrs be urged on this occaſion. For, 
ſuppoſe ſome, of the accounts to be true, that 
are given, of their amazing intrepidity and 
calmneſs, as our Saviour knew no ſin to re- 
concile himſelf to ſaſferings 3 nor had any 
ſeeds of corruption in his frame to abate the 
terrots of death; and probably, had a delicate 
texture of body, whereby he was rendered 
more ſuſceptible of pain: Theſe are circum- 
ſtances that will make a very wide difference. 
Wherefore, I conclude, the particular man- 
ner and kind of death might naturally create 
ſome fear and averſion to his mind at this 
time, and be, among other things, expreſſed 
by him, under the notion of the cup: I ſay, 
among other things: for we do not ſuppoſe 
that the agony of our Lord aroſe, Altogether, 
from the 3 of the pain and igno- 
miny of crucifixion, Nor can it be thought 
ſtrange, if, among other things, that ould be 
offenſive to him for a ſhort interval, his ſuffers 
ing of which hath ſince given offence to all the 
world, 
We potion. then, of the evils of this cup, 
may be thus recounted. His being to be be- 
trayed by one of his own diſciples; ſeized 
and made a priſoner; tried and condemned 
as a malefactor; delivered up to the Romans ; 
| mocked and inſulted P. the er P G4 
* 


5 (76) 
ly expoſed and tortured on the croſs, in the 
ſight of perhaps of a * million of people, and 
reviled and derided by them and their chiefs, 
to his laſt moments. What a darkſome ſcene 
was here for humanity! In the view and 
proſpect of all this, no wonder Feſ#s ſhould 
be ſurprized into a conſternation and horror 
of mind, Father, if it be poſſible, let this 
* cup paſs from me.” Theſe were the evils, 
which reſpected himſelf, his own perſon, 
character, and condition. But there were 
alſo other evils before him. | 
Our Lord might be deeply affected, at this 
time, by what he knew would be the imme- 
diate grievous conſequences of his drinking 
this cup to others. 
As he had all the human and ſocial 'af- 
fections, he might be concerned for the 
Jeuiſb nation, who were going to murder 
him, under the colour of law and juſtice, 
and thereby to pull down the vengeance of 
heaven upon them and their children. Sunk 
and debaſed as this people were, they were 
men, Men to whom Teſus was allied. For 
1 5 5 . as 
lt is probable the numb the , at Feru- 
falem, at this feaſt, were ſeldom 10 2 millions. 
See Foſephus of the war. B. ii. C. 14. V. 3. B. vi. C. g. 
3. The execution of ſo extraordinary a perſon as 
Fefus was, 214 be ſuppoſed to excite curioſity enough, 
to draw, at leaſt, one third of the people towards 


mount Caluary. The Evangeliſts tell us, it was à great 
OI OT Tv the chief prieſts and rulers ab- 


(77) M2 
as concerning the fleſh, he deſcended with 
them from the ſame great anceſtors, Abraham, 
Taac, and Jacob. And there is no room to 
doubt but he had as warm' propenſions, and 
tendencies, in his compoſition, to his native 
country and kindred, as other men, Great 
and generous minds feel for the unfortunate, 
and pity the unhappy, more eſpecially where 
they are of the ſame country, and the ſame: 
blood. When our Lord came within fight of 
Feruſalem, and thought of its impending 
ruin, he could not refrain from tears. The like 
conſideration that made him weep then, might 
affect him now. The cup, before him, was 
prepared by them. If he drank it, he ſaw his 
blood would entail a diſmal ſcene of miſery 
upon them. This, it's certain, lay upon his 
mind the next morning. For as they led him 
away to be crucified ; he endeavoured to 
turn the tender concern and grief, which 
thoſe of his followers expreſſed, who bewail- 


ed and lamented him, to their native country, | 


themſelves and their poſterity. © Daughters 
& of Jeruſalem, weep not for me, but weep 
© for yourſelves, and for your children. For 
*©. behold the days are coming in the which 
they ſhall ſay, Bleſſed are the barren, &c. 
(Luke xxiii. 27--31.) And it is alſo certain, 
that his compaſſion towards them worked 
ſtrong even in the ſufferings he endured at 

their hands. For when he felt the torture 
of being hajſted up, and nailed to — 

/ - 50% t then 


9+} 
* then ſaid Jeſu, Father, forgive them; for 


te they know not what they do.” (Ver. 34.) 

Again, the effect which he knew his drink- 
ing this cup would have on his own diſciples, 
might now be another melancholy conſidera- 
tion to the mind of our Lord. Theſe were 
the men of his council; his friends. whom 
6 he had choſen out of the world.” There 
are learned perſons, beſides Jerome, who have 
thought, that the caſe of Judas, who was 
Juſt going to undo himſelf, and render his be- 
ing a moſt deplorable infelicity, had ſome 
_ ſhare in exciting this conſternation in ur 
Lord. However that be, the cafe of his other 
diſciples may well be admitted. They were 


honeſt men; and had given frequent 
of their tender regard for his — nor] 
Was When others went away, they adhered 
and < hitherto had continued with 
* kü in bi w. tations,” And hirnſe lf but 
lately obſerved, he told them of the 
events that were about to befall him, how 
of filled their hearts, As with theſe he 
3 — and intimacy, ſo he 
never ceaſed to bear and exprels a warm af- 
fection for them. Having loved his own which 
were in the world, be loved them unto the end. 
(John xiii. 1.) When he came to the garden 
with them, and began to think what dark 
Perplexing circumſtances, his apprehenſion, 
ſufferings and death, would caſt them into; 
nr diſtract their minds; * - 


3 


(79) 
their pleaſing hopes, of his reſtoring the 
kingdom to 1/rae/; leſſen him in their eſtemm 
andi affections; and, in ſhort,” be a trial tov 
| dum for theie virtue IA ſay, when our Lord 
came to conceive of the diſtreſs coming upan 
them, it is mighty probable, it did not a little 
contribute to his preſent diſquietude and grief 
of mind. 

00 Again, the immediate conſequence that his 
drinking this cup would be of to his mother, 
might be another afflictive confideration. It 
is diſhonourable, and injurious to the cha- 
racter of Fefus Chrr/?, to ſuppoſe him to be, 
wuthout natural affefiom. The ſublime ex- 
cellence of his precepts, conſiſts not in eradi/ 
| cating that paſſion, but, in regulating. of it, 
by placing it in to the love of Cod, 
or to the purſuit of virtue, truth, and righte- 
ouſneſs, A 4+ 67 Sm like. his, muſt 
ANI Stinqueent in <ihivl He knew 
care, and tenderneſs for him: 
— could he conſider his death, and view his 
connection to her, but ar a ſword that ſbould 
go” through ber ſaul. (Luke ii. 3 5.) Where» 
fore, if, far wiſe reaſons, he was upon the re- 
ſerve, and concealed his filial paſſion at any = 

e _— , ren · 
10% $3681 . Jong, 
OO found harſh and diſreſpectful, to at 
bebe oh all his mother Pa Bet 


4 ſame Appellation, as ſhe ſtood by dhe 
en recommended her to the care-of his be+ 


Joved diſciple Jobu, it can imply uo ſuch mcaniog, _ 


| (8% ) 
ſons, it is probable, the Evangeliſts have not 


recited all that paſſed between them, when 
ſhe came to take her farewel of him at the 
icroſs; I ſay, if Feſus was not forward to 
diſcloſe his love to his mother, it is not impro- 
bable, that now, when he was alone, and 
called to ſubmit to what he knew would 
wound her heart, his warm inſtinctive affec- 
tions began to raiſe a commotion within him. 
In the days of his fleſh, he was within the 
ties of blodd and nature, and muſt needs 
have felt their force. The more theſe thwart- 
ed the noble reſolution he had formed of 
obedience to death, the greater ſhare muſt 
they have had f in exciting this: conflict o_ 


410 f this it may be objected, - Our Lord ao 
knew the happy effects and conſequences, his 
death would produce to mankind in general, 
more eſpecially to his obedient followers. 
And as he knew the advantages would be 
more extenſive, and vaſtly outweigh the dif- 
advantages; the force of this part of e. | 
—— may be deſtroyet. 

I anſwer. Not ſo, i we attend to our own | 
experience, and the compoſition of the human 
frame. For, to borrow the words of a fine 
writer, We * have a more lively idea of 
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e miſery. than of happineſs. ' A lefler degree, 
< of pain overcomes a greater degree of plea- 
te ſure, and one trouble is enough to imbit- 
tet many comforts. The paſſions that have. 
ce evil for their object work more violently, 
te than thoſe which terminate in poſitive good 
«or pleaſure.” Beſides, the happy effects and 
conſequences of our Lord's death to others, 
great as they are, being remote, and of a ſpi- 
ritual nature, could not have that influence 
on his paſſions as the evils which he ſaw im- 
pending. For as the ſame writer“ obſerves, 
ce the pleaſures or pains conveyed by the bo- 
« dy, and occaſioned by ſenſible objects, are 
e ordinarily much more lively and forcible in 
<« the perception, than thoſe which are pure- 
« ly intellectual. The thing is undeniable, 
« and the reaſon of it I believe not hard to be 
« produced, being probably grounded in the 

ce different manner of; converſing with ſenſible. 
e objeQts,. and the objects of the underſtand- 
« ing. With the former we have a direct 
« correſpondence, with the latter only by re- 
« flexion.” Thus it is with mankind in ge- 
neral. The conſideration of things that are 
neareſt the body, more ſe nſibly affect us than 
ſpiritual conſiderations. And tho the latter 
contains the greater good; and when, as ſuch, 
they have acquired their due influence on the 
judgment, even then they do not, cannot, alter 


one evil that is to be undergone in the purſuit 
| 150 2: "av s 6b 
id. P. 335. 7 
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of FE good. And, indeed, had it not been 
thus alſo with our Lord, it is difficult to con- 
ceive how he ſhould have been, à man of ſor- 
rows, and acquainted with grief. His proſpect, 
of a glorious exaltation, ra be the Prince and 
Saviour of a loſt world, muſt have rendered 
him in a manner impaſſible, or made his 
ſuffering, no ſuffering at all. Wherefore the 
objection concludes too much. Our Lord 
might be concerned, and very probably was, 
at this time, at what he knew would be the 
immediate grievous conſequences of his drink- 
mg the Cup to others. 

Thus have we conſidered what thoſe evils 
were, that might naturally preſent themſelves 
to our Lord's mind, which he expreſſed under 
the notion of the Cup. They were various: 
ſome related to himſelf, and ſome to others; 
and all of them together, muſt have had a 
conſiderable influence on his mind, to diſturb 
and render it extremely uneaſy. They were 
evils of ſuch a kind, as were capable of Pro- 


pls ducing ſuch effects. 


HL We are, laſtly, to take ſome notice of 
the circumſtances of time and place, when our 
Lord was in this agony. The operation of 
the paſſions and objects, _ the phy- 
fical cauſe of a tranſport either of joy or grief ; 
time and place, which being them together, 
are often critical, and promote the tion. 


opera | 

And time and place had, probably, their ſhare 
in the Fe caſe, This befell our Lord juſt | 
| 700 
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as he had finiſhed his public miniſtry ;--when 

he was entering upon a new ſcene of ſuffer- 
ings ;--and when he was on the ſpot, where 
he was to prepare himſelf and meet them. Let 
us briefly conſider each of theſe, with what 
the common workings of human nature art 
on ſimilar occaſions. 

In the firſt place, this befell our Lord juſt 
as he had finiſhed his public miniſtry. In- 
tenſheſs of thought, in a long courſe of ex- 
etciſe, is, ordinarily, productive of, of ſuc- 
ceeded by, perceptions that are irkſome and 
tedious. Such fort of buſineſs naturally ends 
with fatigue : and fati diſcovers itſelf, 
thro! all the avenues of the ſenſes, as well in 
the mind, as in the body. And at fuch a 
ſeaſon, it is nototious, the paſſions of grief 
and ſorrow lie moſt open and expoſed/to ob- 
jeQs which excite pain. Evils that are at other 
tits tolerable, come now with double force, 
and make deep' impreſſion. The obſervationi, 
on this cireumſtarice, was the reſult of the 
firſt branch of our inquiry. It is r 
here, becgaſe it ſerves to illuſtrate the reaſons, 
or is irſelf one, why Jeſus began to be foo. 


ful and very heavy 

Again. This appened to bim, when he 
was enteri Hors new dt of ſufferings. 
At ſach a eriſis, we find things future begin 
| to receive an actual exiſtence, and are, as it 


were; quickened into life. The „big 


n are 3 break forth to 
meet 


(34) 
meet their objects. There is always ſome- 
thing vivid and ſtrong in the perception of 
bare novelty itſelf. But when the novelty has 
a group of painful objects, the perceptions are 
more intereſting, and alarm the whole human 
frame. Let us ſuppoſe one s- ſelf to be about 
being reduced from a ſtate of affluence to pe- 
nury; or to be bereaved of one's friends ; 
or to undergo the amputation of a leg, or an 
arm; what kind of perceptions ſhould we 
have? Would they not create a horror to 
the mind, agitate the animal ſpirits, or ſtrike 
on the fine fibres of the heart and brain, ſo 
as to make us ſhudder? If this be agreeable 
to common experience on ſuch occaſions, 
common experience is a clue, that will help 
to unravel the cauſe of the ſore amazement of 
our Lord at this juncture. . Het 
Again. He was now on the ſpot; where 
he was to prepare himſelf and meet his ſuffer- 
ings. - There may be facts. tranſacted, or a 
variety of events to which we are ſubject, 
which ſhall make the bare ſight of place raiſe 
a combination of ideas, and diſturb and per- 
plex the mind. It is ſo natural to connect 
things with places, that very often we make 
the latter a ſort of focus, where the moment 
of the whole buſineſs is collected. Have we 
a cauſe to litigate, or are we called to defend 
our country? The entrance into the court of 
zudicature, ot firſt view of the field of battle, 
ſhall give a more warm and — 
19311 $. N 8 e 


6 | 
_. the affections and paſſions, than perhaps we 
ſhall feel thro the whole trial, or meet with in 
actual engagement. And if this was not exact- 
ly the caſe of our Lord, yet as he came hither 
on purpoſe to prepare and meet his ſufferings, 
thoſe ſufferings muſt neceſſarily be repreſent- 
ed and brought to the full view of his imagi- 
nation. In order to ſuit ourſelves to a condi- 
tion, that condition muſt be ſurveyed, and 
entered into by the mind. Wherefore we may 
ſuppoſe, that the firſt perception our Lord 
had, when he was at the place, was the kind 
and importance of the evils, to which he was 
now to ſubnfit. This ſuppoſition is both pious 
and natural. Then we addreſs the ſupreme 
Being with propriety, when we have viewed 
the exigency of our affairs. We ſeldom need 
to court objects of pain. They are known to 
intrude themſelves too oſten with a ſort of 
eagerneſs. But in the preſent circumſtance 
they are called for, and the attention of the 
mind to them is, as it were, demanded, Where- 
fore our Lord could not but be conſcious of 
the perception he had of the evils before him. 
And that conſciouſneſs muſt encreaſe in pro- 
portion to the number and weight they 
bore. It is agreeable to the natural order of 
things that it ſhould be ſo. So that it is no 
wonder, if a round of miſery was the only 
rception he was for a time conſcious of. 
ow, here, was he to be betrayed by one of 
his own diſciples,,——-ſcized and bound = a 


by 


* "e063 
thief,>—dbandoned by his frends,m—led away 


and treated with cruel and indigna — 
And the conſequences hereof, 3 with 
evils, found eaſy acceſs, we may ſuppoſe, to 
a mind like his. The of the teſt he- 
man heart on ſuch an occafion would = 
Oh ! what will become of my country, and 
of the men I love! What an agitation would 
a man feel in his animal ſpirits, and how a» 
cute and powerful the operation between his 
paſſions and their objects in fuch a ſtate and 
criſis as this! It is evident, the perception of 
miſery, now, is right, and as it ſhould be: 
And the commotion that enſues is natural, 
and what will be. With reſpect to the latter, 
reaſon is too ſublime, or comes too flow, to 
have any. thing preſently to do in the caſt. 
The violence of the commotion muſt ceaſe; 
before the un can attend to the 
dictates of reaſon. After this manner, proba- 
bly, was Jeſus exerciſed at this juncturo. 
I. is true, Jeſus was no ſtranget to the 
ores having accuſtomed himſelf to come 
r and pray. Nor was he i of the 
that were to befall him here. It & pro- 
bahle, that thoſe had been the uſual ſubhect 
of his meditation. But how converſant ſoever 
the mind may be about diſtant objects, ſuch 
its make and conſtitution in the body, that 


9 approach ſome certain point, 
will they have. 1 fy fone 
cert point 5 for afflictions IT. 
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cular point of view, whence they a in 
full — and proportion, as 242 
objects. Agreeably hereunto it is obſervable 
of Jeſus, that when he was in the coaſts of 
Caſarea Philippi, and alſo as he was — 

up to Jeruſalem, he ſpake of thoſe things wit 
much calmneſs and compoſure, and feemed 
only ſtraightned and uneaſy with an earneſt 
deſire that it were well over. ( Matth. xvi, 21. 
Mark x. 33. Luke xii, 50.) But when he was 
come to Jeruſalem, and was diſcourſing on 
this ſubject, about four days ago, in the tem- 
le; if he was not ruffled and diſcompoſed 
by it then, it made however ſuch an im- 
ion, that we find him avowing the force 
of human affections and paſſions. Now is 
& my ſoul troubled, and what ſhall I fay?” 
Shall I fay, ** Father fave me from this hour?” 
No. „But for this cauſe came I unto this 
„ hour? (Jobn xii. 37.) But the woeful 
period being now advanced, and the Cup 
ready prepared; he at the place, and Judas, 
and the band of ſoldiers at hand to apprehend 
him like a Thief. The objects ruſhed in as it 
were all at once upon his mind, and ſtraitway 
he feels, and indeed acknowledges, a more 
acute ſenſe of thoſe evils, than ever he did be- 
fore. © Then ſaid he unto them, my foul 
is exceeding ſorrowful even unto death: 
« 'Tarry ye here, and watch with me. And 
« he. went a little further, and fell on his 
t face and prayed, ſaying, O my Father, if it 
be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me: 


<< never- 


* Sy - 
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te nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou wilt.“ 
- (Matth. xxvi. 38, 39.) The objects, in view, 
ſeized, and ſurprized the imagination, and 
ſtimulated the paſſions ; excited fear, and fear 
raiſed forrow and aſtoniſhment; inſomuch 
that, in this conjuncture, he offered up that 
petition, which he would not have offered 
at any other time. ben Len v utrrcy 
. Queſtion, Was there not ſomething puſil- 
lanimous, and inconſtant, in this part of our 
Saviour's conduct? I anſwer, No. 'Thoſe 
expreſſions are far too harſh, and cannot 
be applied to our Lord, without mani- 
feſt injuſtice, He had not, indeed, that in- 
trepidity, for which the rude heroes of hi- 
ſtory are celebrated, who were fearleſs and 
undaunted in their greateſt dangers. What 
then? Was a character expected in him that 
required a peculiar warmth of the blood and 
juices, and the impetus of ſome criminal 
paſſion to form and exhibit ? Natural courage 
is well known to be mechanical, and to riſe 
and fall with a. certain temperature of the 
body. And that which is next akin to it de- 
rives its birth from ſome reigning paſſions. 
« There is hardly any one of the paſſione, 
(faith an excellent writer I quoted before,) 
« when it is violent, but has its champions; 
« hom it inſpirits and imboldens to a de- 
« gree. The Miſer can ruſh through flames 
te to ſave his wealth, and the Lover carry his 
« life on the point of his ſword for ſake of 
his miſtreſs. . But the paſſions which yy 
a | * mo 
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ee Moſt filled the world with Heroes, are vain 
* glory, and a dread of the reproach of 
* cowardice.” Grove ad Vol. P. 2 59. 

What is to be looked for in the bleſſed 
% eſus, is, a perfectly moral character. Now 
a manly virtuous courage is ſo far from being 
incompatible with, that it ſuppoſes fear. For 
as that is inſpired with a ſenſe of what is juſt 
and honourable, the fear of infamy to ones- 
ſelf, or of injury to others, muſt needs take 
place, inaſmuch as the objects are evils that 
ought, if poſſible, to be avoided, and when, 
and in whomſoever thoſe fears ſhall coincide 
with the natural fear of death, a paſſive forti- 
tude is all that can be expected. 

And, as to inconſtancy of mind, I aſk, Who 
is there among the ſons of men, or what are 
they, whom the circumſtances of time and 
place, in reſpect to a cruel and ignominious 
death will not . affect? If recourſe be 
had to the ts, we muſt refer the reader 
back to what has been ſpoken concerning 
them already. A perſon doom d to ſuſfer a8 a 
ſtate criminal, may indeed put on the Stic on 
ſuch an occaſion „and in point of prudence, as 
it is called, or for the ſake of his honour, 
ſtiffle his paſſions from the view of others. 
And no doubt but that this has often been the 
caſe. - But our Lord acted upon no ſuch mean 
motives, He felt things to impreſs him diffe- 
rently, and he told what he felt. The mind 
is not auß werable for theſe different impreſ- 
"BO e fon 
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fions. They are unavoidable to it, and the 
reſult of the human frame. Had not Jeſus 
ſhewn a reluctancy to the evils now before 
him, the reality of his ſufferings might juſtly 
have been called in queſtion. And io far was 
he in this his behaviour from acting an in- 
vonfiftent, . or inconflant part, that notwith- 
ſanding he felt a greater rote Phe to himſelf 
than at any other time, he ſtood firm to the 
noble reſolution he had formed, of an intire 
ſabmiſfive obedience to the divine will. 
There is then no impeachment of the cou- 
rage and conſtancy of our Lord. His cha- 
racter remains unſullied, yea, ſhines thro 
the darkeſt cloud that ever over him. 
Even thoſe who are no friends to his miffion, 
muſt needs applaud his eonduct, on their 
one principle, that © refignation'to the will 
God is true magnanimity.”* | 
- From the hints which the vangelifts have 
den us, we may briefly a word or 
two, in this place, touching the degree, and 
duration of the agony. 
A4 s to the degree of anguiſh which our Lord 
foe, St. Euke relates, that, “ in — 
* agony he ed more earneſtly, and 
« ſweat was 4 were drops of dlood 
© falling down to the ground,” Theſe words 
do not neceflarily imply, that the matter of 
W feat was blood; for to ſweat blood may 
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55 be (as Pbotius obſerves, Credibil. Gof. 
Hi. Vol. xi. P. 406) © a proverbial expteſ- 
ſion concerning ſuch as were in great agony 
« of mind. So like wiſe it is ſaid of ſuch as are 
* in great grief, that they weep tears of 
© blood.” However, in this ſenſe is ſhewn 
the ſore conflict of his paſſions on this occa- 
ſion, the vaſtneſs of that conſternation, and 
deadly pain which he felt. His ſweat was not 
a common one, trickling like drops of dew or 
rain from his face; but extraordinary, being 
a thick and glutinous kind of matter, as it 
were drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
His animal nature made this effort, puſhed 
as it were to the laſt extremity. It is indeed 
le that the agony might be ſo great as to 
e blood from his capillary veins to mix 
with his ſweat, See Whitby on the place. 
Thoſe who rightly conſider, or are acquainted 
with the working of the paſſions, under the 
ſudden impreſſions of certain objects, will 
not think that incredible. By means of 
the paſſions the blood is often accelerated, or 
retarded in its courſe. And joy or ſorrow, 
when ſudden and great, has been known to 
produce amazing effects. Before the fight 
e of the objects of the n, the animal 
< ſpirits'were pretty equally diffuſed through- 


* out the body, but the prefence of the new 
e abjeR diſturbs the whole cõο my. Sud- 
den and great fear does fo convulſe the 
* nervous ſyſtem, that it ſometimes alters the 
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« poſitions of the parts. Thus the hair ſhall 
e ſtand an end in a fright, and the nerves be 
* rendered ſo {tiff and rigid as to ſtop at once 
* the animal functions; whence fainting and 
«© ſometimes death.” | | 
As to its duration: how long this deep di- 
ſtreſs and agony of our Lord laſted, we are 
not exactly informed. It is probable, it was 
not above the ſpace of one hour, from the 
time of his * with the three — * 
ples, to pray, to the time that Judas and the 
band came to apprehend him. If ſo, his ſor- 
row and extreme anguiſh might not continue 
on him a quarter of that ſpace. He found his 
heart diſtend with grief when he took Peter, 
and James, and Jobn aſide from the other diſ- 
ciples. Then he began to give it vent, firſt to 
them, and afterwards to his heavenly father. 
His firſt prayer ſeems to be offered up in the 
very criſis, The paſſions both ſelfiſh and ſo- 
cial, that are ſeated in the human heart, were 
ſo ſtruck at the many and great evils which 
were before him, as to confound and aſtoniſh 
his ſoul, and throw him into perplexity. He 
then poured out himſelf as it were in prayer to 
Have thoſe evils, if poſſible, averted ;| and the 
pores of his body. burſt open with the fervour 
of his mind. In that dark interval there ap- 
prared unto bim an angel from heaven 
ſtrengthening him. Some chearing viſion, it 
may be, preſented, what the Author to the 
Hebrews calls the joy that was ſet before bim; 


by 
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by means whereof he ſoon recovered his 
ſtrength and fortitude, His expreſſions in 
prayer the ſecond time were manifeſtly altred, 
and beſpoke not that fear and reluctance that 
thoſe of the former did ; but rather his full 
' acquieſcence and readineſs to accept the cup. 
And after he had been the third time and 
prayed again, we find him ſo compoſed, as to 
awake all his diſciples, put himſelf at their 
Head, and, when the officers came into the 
garden, to apprehend him, to go forward, and 
ſay unto them, whom: ſeek ye? (Jobn xviii. 4.) 
But whatever the exact duration of the agony 
was, it is evident, we have no need to re- 
cur to any abſurd, or fanciful, hypotheſis, or 
aſcribe it to ſome I know not what impene- 
trable cauſe. ' We have found data enough 
from whence to conclude, that all was natu- 
ral, and genuinely proceeded from the hu- 
manity of our Lord. 
_ . Having thus attempted to inveſtigate the 
cauſes of our Saviour's agony in the garden, 
one objection, or difficulty yet remains. 
© 20 not feſus know, from the fcri : 
that the Meſſiah was to ſuffer theſe things? 
And if the cup had been removed from him 
according to his earneſt requeſt, how then 
ſhould the ſcriptures have been fulfilled ? 
. I anſwer. Feſus did know, that thus it muſt ' 
be. And if the cup had been removed from 
him, it is certain, the ſcriptures could not 
have been fulfilled, which ſpake of his being 
f to 
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to be numbered with the 
cut off, Neither could he have anſwered that 
character of the Mefliah, This our Lord well 
knew, as appears, by what afterwards he ſaid, 
in his reproof to Peter, when he drew his 
ſword, and ſmote a ſervant of the high prie(t's, 
and cut off his car : © Put up again thy ſword 
« into his place, for all they that take the 
« ſword ſhall periſh with the ſword.* 


* Thinkeſt thou that I cannot now pray to 


« my Father, and he ſhall preſently gi 
je Apron twelve legions fa 
& how then ſhall the ſcriptutes be fulfilled, 
« that thus it muſt be?” (Marth. xxvi. 53, 
54.) It is very poſſible that the ſorrow and 
conſternation our Lord was in, was ſo great; 
during that ſhort interval, as prevented the due 


weight of, or attention of the mind to, that 


Peter, being conſcious of his late ſupine behaviour 
towards his maſter in his agony, when be faw his vo- 
huntary ſurrender of himſelf, was for engaging in his de- 
fence, But he was as wrong in the means, as unſeaſon- 


able in his zeal. Prayer was what his maſter had re- 


commended, and practiſed on the occaſion. And if he 
prayed againſt the evils that were coming; Peter did not 
heay him pray for force to repel, and ward them off. 
Tunis ſeems to be the ground of the reproof, here given 
unto him; wherein our Lord not only diſcountenancec 

the uſe of the ſword, as a meafure always precarious 
und dangerous to thoſe that truſted thereto, but pro- 
pounds to him. the following queſtion :  ** Thi | 
„ thou, if outward force was expedient in my caſe, 
« Tcould not now pray to my Father, and he ſhall pre- 
« fently give me mare then twelve legions of angels, 
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conſideration. I ſee no reafon againſt admit- 
ing this to be indeed the moſt probable truth 
of the caſe. He was made fleſh hke us. Now, 
according to the laws to which the human 
mind in this ſtate is ſubject, of two or more 
reeptions, that which is accompanied with 


unea , carries the firſt attention. And if 
the evil apprehended be great, the mind in 
proportion may be ſo engaged, as to be con- 
ſcious for a time but of that one perception, 
But waving, here, all abſtract ments, 
They know but little of the d, who 
know not the nature of trouble, and that its 
, It SY 
of grief to ſtupify and benumb the foul 

| Y ovary hag dice het diſtreſſes it.. And as 
Fi © our 


1. 4. a ſuperior. force, from. heaven? Hut how then 
< ſhall the ſcriptures be fulfilled that thus it muſt be 2” 
St. John, who omits the agony ſo fully related by the 
other Evangeliſts, relates the reproof here given to 
Peter, with a queſtion put to him by our Lord concern- 
ing the cup, which they had omitted. And it ſtands 
thus: „Put up thy ſword into the ſheath; the cup 
« which my Father hath given me ſhall I not drink it? 
K we take this — a conneQion, _ 
places in er Evangeliſts, it is as if he 
id, What, if you did hear me expreſs my wiſh, that 
IFpoſlible, I might, eſcape the evils, from which you. 
would now me; fince my Father has determined 
atherwiſe, agrecable to what the ſcriptures forctold, 
| 1 ſubmit ? 4 „ e c 

1 isa thing not at all unnatural, far a perſon 

* under an excetive load of grief to forget himſelf a 


< little, and to talk inconfiſtently.”? Piters's Critic, 
| _ Differt. on Job. P. 54 * 8 8 


„ JO) 4 
our Lord was to be © a man of ſorrows, and 
* acquainted with grief. ” To know and to be 
made intimate as it were with every ſort of 
it incident to man. © To bear our griefs, and 

carry our ſorrows.” (Ja. li, 3.) That very 
grief, to which he was now — by the natu- 
ral concurrence and ſtate of things under the 
direction of providence, came up to anſwer 
ral N that was exactly foretold of 

We ma here alſo briefly obviate another 
like difficulty, which ſome who run high for 
| objections may ſtart. © Is it not diſhonoura- 
t ble to Jeſus, not to know that his death 
« was decreed; and if he knew it, to pray 
e againſt it?“ To which we need only reply, 
That he did not immediately either think 
2 or diſcover any notion he had of an 

olute inflexible decree in the caſe. Great 
as his dread of death was, in all thoſe terrible 
circumſtances to himſelf, and conſequences to 
others, he did not ſeem to apprehend, then, 
that it was ſo fixed and determined, that it 
could not be diſpenſed with. If we * {judge 


buy his language and expreſſion, he 


make impoſſibilities the ſubject of his requeſt. 
He prayed thus: Abba, Father, all things 
axe poſſible unto thee ; take away this cu 
& from me; nevertheleſs, not what I 
- 4 but what thou wk”: 
 ' » Before we cloſe, there is one thing which 
my deſerve wwe nofice, and . oy 
g K 7 
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bly hath occurred to the reader's thoughts, 
in che courſe of this inquiry, as ſomewhat 
ſtrange, namely, that our Lord ſhould Ra, 
for che removal of the cup away from hi 


rather 2 for a mitigation of the evils Wear. 


of. But perhaps this is to be accounted 4 


from the nature of the evils themſelves. Th 
were all of ſuch a ſort (as the reader will fi 


if he will give himſelf the trouble to loole- 


back and reflect upon them) as ſcarce to ad- 
mit of any mitigation; except in the article of 


. crucifixion. That was a puniſhment indeed, 


that admitted of a long continuance in miſery... 
From > whence ſome learned perſons | have 
thought it probable, that when our Lord 
(res: * the eup might paſs away from 
it was with a view to this ſuffering only, 
chat the pains of death might not ſtay, or 


5 continue long with him. But as he himſelf, 


in his ſecon nd prayer, explained his own mean- 


ing in the firſt, namely, That it might ſo paſs 


away-from hint, that he might not drink it; 


we are not at liberty to fix any other er to 


His words. (See Marth. xxvi. 42.) 
If the fingle circumſtance of long and in- 
cttafing miſery, had any peculiar moment on 


the paſſions of our Lord, it was not, I hum- 


apprehend, in the garden, but afterwards, 


when che ſcene was chatiged to Calvary. For 


he appears to have patiently endured fix 


hours, on the croſs, before he obtained leave 


from | his F * to feſign his NED And that 
2 ſeems 


— —— 
* 


the ſtupifying dra 
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ſeems to have been the true occaſion of his 


ſorcowful exclamation. About the ninth 


"cc hour, Jaſus oried with. aloud. voice, 0 
; fes anf g the words of his, royal N in 
diſt 


reis. (P/ab, xxii. 1.) Eli, li, Jame: . 


, Sahackthani; that is to fü, a Od. my 


God, why haſt thou ſotlaken me f 0541.98: 
the words will bear, my God, my God, to | 


What a degtee, or to what — of time 


haſt thou forſaken mel For — io the He- 
brow, has this ſigniſication. ) It wes, uſdal for: 

hanged on the croſs, tb linger in? pain 
for: ſame days, unleſs diſpatched ſooner: by: 
wolent means; The Jets therefore he- 
e cauſe it was dhe preparation, that the: bodies: 
*+::thould-not remain the croſs on the 


| Zentren (for that.;labbath, was aß high! 


day) beſought Pilate that their legs might; © 

en be broken, — that. they might, be taken 
&« away. (Jubi xix: 30% e 2 bad Tow: 

viſually given on 
34 he ad 
the utmoſt ſenſihility; And if he knew 
foregoing application to Ntiare, and the arder 
obtained frani lum, that their legs might be 
broken, as is: highly probable, before he ob? 
tained. lłave from the ather o yield up the 
ghoſt his funi might be raiſed, left he thauld = 
alſd ſuffer tlat / further vialence. And if 
the eee erg his 5 
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e 
handles fear of being leſt in the" hands of 


men to endure more miſety; it was alſo ex- 
preſfive of his high dependence; ard truſt in 
God for deliwerafce. And God his Father 
ſoon heard his cry. © After this, Jeſus, know- 
Ty 57 all things were now accompliſh- 
, by perhaps eins in "Himſelf ſome 
725 he Mew it mortals in death; . that 
e ſcripture might be fulfilled, faith, 1 _ 
Nowy there was ſet a veſſel full of vinegar 
07 "and" they filled a ſpunge with vinegar, 25 
6 it upon a reed, and put it to his mouths 
| Geh efus therefore had received the vi- 
gar, he cried again with a loud voice, 
4 0 faid, it is finiſhed, And he bowed his 
« head and gaye up the ghoſt,” (Comp. 
Matth. xxvii. 46--51. John xix. 2831.) 
* Was certainly ſomething very 405 
In his mg out, and giving up the ghoſt 
Lay 4 Xv. Lo J Th te 
| enen, e matter of grief: the 
latter of triumph. And if we have hit on 
the true occaſion of the former, it is natural 
to think that the firſt ſcripture which the 
Evangeliſt St. John had his eye upon, as re- 
markab] fulfilled, by the 1 e l of pro- 
vidence in ere the life of 
on the croſs, was, Pſal. xxxiv. 19,26 20,4 N 
tt are the affictions of the righteous but the 
Lord deliyereth him out of therm all. "He 
„ eepeth all his bones: not ohe of thetn 8 
broken.“ It was, probably, of this agony 
N 904 on 


(10) 
on Sa: the Author to the Hebrews 
chiefly ſpeaks, tho that in 17 N ght alſo 


enter into his argument. (He « Who. 
« in the days of his fleſh, when 0 bd offer- 
«ed up prayers and ſupplications, with ſtron 2 | 
10 crying and tears, unto him that was ab 

10 to ſave him from death, and was heard 
© 5 in that he feared.” If theſe ſentiments, con= 
cerning our Lord's agony. on the croſs, bear 
the marks of truth, the inſerting of them in 
this place, will be deemed no green; from 
the ſubjeCt. | 

| To conclude this i inquiry. Tho we mey 
not fathom all the deſigns of ptovidence in 
permitting Jeſus Criſt to be fo oppreſſed and 
afflicted, as he was in the garden, yet ſome of 
its wiſe ends may be ſuppoſed to be as follows. 
...) To aſcertain his real proper hamanity. 
The miraculous birth of Jeſus:Chriſt exalted 
him above the.common level of men, And 
as his death was not natural, but the reſult 
of his free and voluntary obedience, there 
might be room to call his humanity in ueſti- 
on. Wherefore to avoid this difficulty, is 
|  ſeerns, as if providence had furniſhed us with 
_ the. preſent view of our Lord. For when we 
| ſee, that he had all the like ſenſations and 
impreſſions from outward evils ;, that he 2 
— the fame paſli hons and affections, 


elf and ate, in the Rene. manner that 


a 


vole 20654 4 WIS; . 1 J. 42 


( 101 ) | 

he had a like, organical body, or was conſti- 
ated of ficth and blood in common with us. 
This is an important point of doctrine, and, 
| therefore, was necoſſary to be rendered very 

plain and eyident. © "as ſpirit that con- 
« feſſeth that Feſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, 
0 is of God. And every ſpirit that confeſſeth 
* not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is 
* not of God.“ (1 Jobn iv. 2, 3.) The de- 
nial of the real proper humanity of our Lord, 
was one of the firſt errors that infeſted the 
church. It ſprang, up among the Gnoſtics, 
who affirmed, that his body was only fan- 
taſtical and imaginary. And after them the 
Manicheans alſo taught, that he was man in 
appearance only. But the Goſpels, we ſee, not 
oo, ſpeak clearly and diſtinctly of his body, 
and of his ſoul, and repreſent their union and 
connection in very familiar language, (Lute 
n. 52.) but relate his deadly ſorrow, and ſore 
amazement in the garden, on purpoſe, as it 
were, to exhibit him to us incarnate. Hence 
the author to the Hebrews moſt fitly ſtiles the 
time when this happened, the days of his 
te fleſh.” ( Heb. v. 7.) This; then, may be one 
wiſe end, in this wonderful ſcheme of provi- 
dence, Why © it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe 
« him, and put him to grief 
( 2.) To vindicate human nature, and ſhew 
that it is no diſparagement of us, either as men 
or as Chriſtians, to be affected with outward 


yo» 


ASST 
evi, Mit was very ſenſible of his ita 
ferings, and conceived a dread and 
5 at der. g He was ſo ſore- amazed, and 
fult of grief, as to earneſtly pray, that, “ if 
Ws * poflible, the cup 725 paſs away 


him.“ A true picture this, of genuine | 


— — in diſtreſs. It is natural to us to 
hate pain, and to have an abhorrence of mi- 
The conſtitution of our beings requires 


* 


e ſhould de ſo. It is the firſt and ſtrongeſt 
Ptibcipte the creator hath caſt into the hüttiaf 
Fame. * Philoſophy taught in the heathen! 
world by 200 and i felt followets, that pains 
und afflictions are no evils,” and that a wiſe 
tian ſhould he hardened againſt a all ſenſe of 


mem, was truly perverſive, not rfeQtive, 'of 


the nature of man. To feel calamities; when 


hey come upon us, or upon others, and to 


1 to our tears, is much more con- 
and ſuitable to our frame and ſtatioh, 
| Kid the apathy and rant of the ſtoicks. 


mis 255 fleſh and blood, made 0 
elsa 


"a «They eas S dad 10 iniltats 
8 
4 ow Homer repreſents Uly//es, Od. 1. 22 
«9. The tears e 1 dei ve 2 erent — 
« the cries and ejulations of children. They ate Ment 
s. ſtfeams, ang! low: from: other cauſes: | commonly: ſbme 


i 10 « e alt n: 
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< to ſee h and dry pr py 
-* en hs 1 all that, it Us 2 the Glau- 

«dulce lacrymales are not made for nothing.“ Relig. 
Nat. Delin. P. 139. N. ' 
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ſelfiſn and ſocialaffettions and paſſions, and 
placed here in a ſtate of diſcipline : and a ten- 
det ſuſceptible temper better becomes us, and 
will ſooner perfect our virtue, than inſenſſbi 
lity,,and fool- hardineſs. This conſideration 
alone, if there were none other, ſhauld 2 


us not aſhamed of Jeſus in his ny, in 
garden, or on the croſs. 

l:) To render him an example 5 us "of 
— and religious conduct in adverſity, This 
is the end of his ſufferings in general, a8 
affixmed by St. Peter. (1 Eb. in 210 been 
templating bis ſufferings, in the garden in 


gummſtances, without putting a force upon our 
beings, Self- ptoſervation, and the deſire to 
avoid pain, were equally vivid and ſtrong i in 


him. a8 ig us. It is plain, he did not prevent = 


hanſelf from feeling the due weight and. in+ 


fluence of theſe principles. But he has ſhewn, 
8 the right uſe and ſubjection of 


140 the ſupreme will of heaven. And 
bers the affliction of our Lord anſwers a very 
and inſtructive end, and indeed pro- 


ces one chief excellence of the Chriſtian 
faith. e lee us not the 


<<, example. of a ſtupid ſtoick, who had by 


, bſtinate principles hardened: himſelf againſt 


all ſenſe of pain, beyond the common mea- 


« gures of humanity, but an example that lies 


A level to all mankind, of a man like our- 


ee ſelves, - 


particular, - we. ſee the way or manner how. to * 
pꝛactiſe our duty in the moſt diſtreſſing cir- 
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 &"\ſelves, thut R Tenſe of the leaſt 
mn ſuffering, and yet patiently endured the 
i greateſt. We m may follow him without 
diſtorting nature to go beyond our ſelves, 
When he began} to be forrowful and very 
| Heavy; he retired to God in prayer, with a re- 
Virential ſenſe of his omnipotent power. And 
i he prayed, once, with great 'vehemeney, 
© my Father, if 1 it be poſhble, take away 
u this cup from me:? We find it was even 
then accompanied with the moſt profound 
fubmiſſion: © nevertheleſs, not as I Will, 
& but as thou wilt.“ Let us then take the 
denefit of this noble example: and when God 
in his providenee ſhall put the cup of af 
fliction into our hands, imitats the piety of 
Sur Lord. We may be called to ſuffer in 
Hur ſelves, or in others, or in both — wo 
in ſuch a manner as to feel 1'the 
tender paſſion at once, as he Was. And oy 
uch elrcumſlances we ſhall do well to prays. 
And we may mix our tears with our 1 
and earneſtly ſupplicate for a removal of: 
evils we dread, as 42 did. But God knows 
beſt. He did not excuſe his on Son from 
_ © learning obedience by the things which he 
EC, fuffored,” -Why ex ſhould wi we expect an 
exemption ? Do we need ſuch documents leſt 
than he? or are the evils of our cup oct 
_ - euere rer, be, Be 
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femembered by us, that afflicted and op- 
preſſed as Feſus was, he paid a ſupreme re- 
gard to the will of his heavenly Father. The 
ſtronger his perceptions were of pain, and the 


more ardent his defires to avoid it were, in 


this trial ; the more ſubſtantial a proof he gave 
of his virtue. Let then our hearts be con- 
verſant with, till we fairly copy off this pat- 
tern in our Lord, and from the deepeſt af- 
fliction he will lead us on to true glory and 
tneſs. We ſhall ſhine in his image, when 
is ſubmiſſion, and final reſolve implyed in 
the following words, are made ours: the 
cup, which my Father hath given me, ſhall . 
I not drink it? A devout reſignation, and 
humble acquieſcence in the will of God, under 
the evils of life, is the higheſt and nobleſt part 
a rational creature can act. 

(4. ) To finiſh and perfect him for the ex- 
erciſe of his mediatorial dignity. This is ex- 
preſſly aſſerted by the author to the Hebrews. 
He was made perfect through ſufferings.” 
(Heb. ii. 10.) i. e. compleated, fitted and qua- 
lified, in this way or manner, to enter upon 
his high office. His ſufferings gave the fi- 
niſhing ſtroke to his character. He un- 
« der went in the ſevereſt manner all the 


s evils of life, juſt as we common mortals 


« do.”* And thus by adding to his ſpe- 


_ * culative, an experimental knowledge of 


2 our 
Dr. Syle's on Heb. iv, 15- | 


4 * * * 3 5 A 
. 4 * "x * 


the paſſions ſhould miſlead our judgment in 


F 
our make and frame, frailties and miſeries, 


our Prince, Captain and Leader, is able to 


ſuccour and relieve us in all our temptations, 
One who was ſo tried in our nature, may 
well be ſuppoſed tender, affectionate, and 
friendly to mankind ; diſpoſed to make mer. 


ciful allowances in their favour, and quali- 


hed with moderation and equity to dikribute 
rewards and. puniſhments to every proper 
object. God will judge the World in 


A rightocalcefs, by this Man whom he both 


te ordained, of which he hath given affurance 

* unto all men, in that he hath raiſed him 

from the dead.” (Ads xvii, 310 This is 
e goſpel. 


- (5.) To inſtruct us, to aſcribe the glory of 


| our redemption ultimately io God. 


There is an aptitude in the character of 


Chriſt to affect the paſſions, He became as 


one of us, and is not aſhamed to call us 


brethren. And as all he did and ſuffered on 


earth, was upon our account, he is worthy 
of our warmeſt love and gratitude. But leſt 


the dhe of ſu * adoration, (as by means 
of our weakneſs they are prone to do in other 
caſes ;) and ſhayld incite us to give prefer 
ence to his character before that of his God 
and Father; a remedy ſeems to be here pro- 
vided. An attention to our Lord's agony, will 
either prevent or cure that error. His pray- 


ers wil me us aright to the object, in 


: whole 


» Whoſe glory all our thankſgivings muſt ter- 


4 a, minate. . 


Sad ſpared not his own Son, but deliver= 
ed him up for us all? (Rom, viii. 32.) His 
free love was the original ſource. He formed 
the plan; and he ſuperintended the execution 


of it. The work, which Yeſus finiſhed, and 


the cup which he drank, were both given him 
of the Father, At his appointment he came 
into, the world, that the world thro' him 
might be ſaved. And when his preaching 
was ineffectual to that purpoſe, he ſubmitted 
to bear the largeſt meaſure of innocent ſuffer- 


ings, both in body and mind, that fo the 


goſpel might carry all poſſible motives and 
illuſtrations of its truth, according to the will 
of God for our ſalvation. It was this ſupreme 
will and good pleaſure of God, which Teſus 


kept his eye upon, and to which he ulti- 
mately re himſelf, even in that con- 
juncture, when the paſſions were ſtruck at 
once by the near approach of the moſt aſto- 


niſhing evils; and the human heart for an 


inſtant was ready as it were to recoil: © O0 


* my Father,—nevertheleſs, not as I will, 


but as thou wilt.” For this his humiliation 
and ſpotleſs obedience to death, even the 


death of the*croſs, he is crowned with di- 


vine honours, and conſtituted Lord over all, 


to the glory of God the Father, 
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